
Living the Adventure. . . 
 

Foundations of Faith 
 

Last week Pastor Jay and I spent a couple of days in Southern California for the Catalyst West Pastor’s 
Conference.  (Ironically, the weather in Iowa was warmer and sunnier for those two days then it was on the 
West Coast.  But, still, we were in California.)  We heard a number of great speakers, participated in inspiring 
worship, and generally had our batteries recharged.  I’m still processing all the great leadership insight I picked 
up last week. 
 

One of the speakers I was especially excited about was the renowned apologist Ravi Zacharias.  An apologist is 
not someone who is good at saying “I’m sorry”, but someone who defends the intellectual foundations of the 
Christian faith.  Zacharias regularly speaks on university campuses and engages nonChristians in constructive 
debate.  I’m convinced he’s one of the 10 smartest people with whom I’ve ever been privileged to be in the same 
room. 
 

Zacharias’s talk was about the foundational pillars on which our faith must stand, even as the world appears to 
be running into chaos.  He suggested that these are arguments for faith which nonChristians cannot 
convincingly argue against.  And so, with apologies to Mr. Zacharias, I thought I would pass these foundations of 
faith along to you: 
 

1.  The Dimension of Eternity 
One thing that has not been sufficiently explained apart from God is the in-born sense of eternity that rests 
within us all; the sense that there is more than just this world, that we were meant for more than just turning the 
pages of the calendar. 
 

For example: have you ever noticed how surprised we are by the passage of time?  You haven’t seen a niece or 
nephew in a while, and when you do you exclaim: “My, how you’ve grown!”  Or you see a high school teacher 
after 20 years and think to yourself: “Gee, he’s gotten older.”  What else did we expect to happen?   
 

C.S. Lewis said our being surprised by the passage of time is akin to a fish being surprised by the wetness of 
water.  Time is the dimension in which we live.  Of course it passes.  But suppose, Lewis goes on to say, the fish 
is destined to be a land animal.  In that case, he would find the water to be very strange.  And of course, the 
reason we find the passage of time to be strange is because we know, deep down, that we are destined for 
eternity.  We know there is a time coming when the rules of time will no longer apply. 
 

2.  The Dimension of Morality 
Another thing that cannot be sufficiently explained without God in the picture is morality.  Without a divine, 
transcendent rule-giver there is really no reason to be good—or even a way to decide what “good” is. 
 

Atheists can lead very moral lives, and many who do not believe in God are fine and upstanding citizens.  But as 
Zacharias points out, they have no rational explanation for their morality.  Some have suggested that our 
concept of morality is a result of evolution—somehow those who developed morality were “fitter” than those 
without it and thus better adapted for survival.  But if the evolutionary law of survival of the fittest is the only rule 
that applies, then when the strong decide to eradicate the weak—the unborn, the elderly, the disabled, a 
different ethnic group—there is no rational reason to say that is wrong. 
 
Only a belief in a Creator God who defines right and wrong and to whom we will be accountable for our actions 
can give us a reason for morality—and the motivation to live by it. 
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3.  The Dimension of Charity 
Finally, Zacharias pointed to the practice of love.  He said that in all of his experience in debate and all the 
arguments he has heard against the gospel, the one thing people have never been able to argue against is love.  
He urged us, therefore, to defend Christianity at the intellectual level, but also to show it at the practical level. 
 

Zacharias told the story of Father Joseph Damian.  Damian was a Catholic Priest from Belgium who went to live 
among and serve the lepers in the government-sanctioned quarantine of Molokai in Hawaii.  He eventually 
contracted and died of the disease, and is widely considered a "martyr of charity".   
 

Originally, his body was buried on Molokai but eventually the government of Belgium—where he has been 
called “the greatest Belgian”—asked for his body’s return.  The lepers of Molokai agreed to send the body back, 
but asked if one part could remain on the island.  When asked what part they would want to keep, they 
answered: “His right hand, because it was the hand that touched us.” 
 

We may not be able to convince everyone that life is eternal or that there is a 
Divine Law-Giver, but we can reach out and touch people with compassion and 
kindness.  Against love there is no argument. 
 

                                            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Sunday (May 3) at 919 Grand Ave we will have the 

opportunity to administer baptism to Cameron Van Der 

Heide, son of Eric & Rachel Van Der Heide. We will also 

be recognizing our high school seniors during the 

service and with a reception in the Harbor to follow, 

which everyone is invited to attend. 

Thank You Note: 
"Thank you for allowing me to speak about my trip to 
East Asia and for all those who came to listen to it.  
Thank you for all the prayers and support as I continue 

to move towards my goal."-Sam Maertens    
 

Affirming God’s Servants: 
…Thank you to the Outreach Team for providing  

breakfast for the prom goers and the adult prom 
sponsors early on Sunday morning. 

…Thank you to the Mission Team for hosting a gathering 
on Saturday evening at Pizza Ranch to meet/visit with  
Marlin Vis. 

…Thank you to Bill and Terri Van Wettering for opening 
up their home to Marlin Vis overnight on Saturday 
night.  

...Thank you to the Haiti Team and the Hospitality Team 
for hosting the Haiti Celebration Night. It was a fun 
evening!  

…Thank you to everyone who helped this year in Kids’ 
Connection!  We could not have this program without 
many people participating!  Thanks to our drivers, 
session leaders, tribe leaders, Jr. tribe leaders, 
nursery workers, check-in people, and the other 
"extras" who have come alongside us for the various 
projects and activities we do during the year.   

…Thank you to everyone who was a part of Love 
Spencer.  What a great way to shower the community 
with God’s love.  Keep the spirit of the day going 
throughout the entire year. 

...A special thank you to Jean Blok for spearheading  the 
Love Spencer Project. 

 
 

You are invited to join the B.C. 
(Before Church) Prayer Time 
every Sunday 8:30 – 8:55 a.m. in 
the Grace Room.  Come be a part of 
the engine that will drive Hope 
Church for His Glory. 

 
 

You are invited to the following 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES… 

…Devin van Holsteijn, Home School Commencement  
this Saturday, May 2. Devin will present a senior 
recital during commencement from 2-3:00 p.m. An 
open house will follow from 3-6:00 p.m. in the Harbor. 

…Liz Taylor, Saturday, May 9 from 2-5:00 p.m. at 
Spencer Community Theater. 

…Alex Toay & Pete Walvatne, Saturday, May 16 at 
Hope Church Harbor from 4-7:00 p.m. 

…Hannah Maertens, Sunday, May 17 at her home (511 
West 4

th
 St), following commencement until 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Services 
We are one church worshipping in two locations. 

Our goal in worship is to hear from God, to bring glory  

to His name, and to encourage one another. 

919 Grand Ave – 9:00 a.m. 

When It Mattered the Most: 

May 3: Jesus Talks about Heaven - John 14:1-6 

May 10: Jesus Talks about Knowing God - John 14:5-14 

The Junction -23 E 7
th

 St - 10:30 a.m. 

Fruitcheck: 

May 3: What Kind of Tree are You?  �  Led by Pastor Russell 

May 10: Love �  Led by Karmen Brown 

May 17: Joy/Peace � Led by Julie Finnern 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audio of sermons now available from our website.   
Audio of sermons are available as a streaming audio file 
or for download to your MP3 player. Go to our website 
(www.spencerhope.org), click on the sermon link and 
choose the message you would like to hear. 
 

Picture Directory 
Pictures will be taken on: 

      May 14 & 15: 2:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
      May 16: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 May 20, 21, 22: 2:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 May 23: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

For a portrait appointment, you can 
go to the church website 

(www.spencerhope.org) or call Judy Van Helden (262-
3652) or Noreen Meyer (262-7729). 
 

HOPE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
Are you interested in finding  

out more about 
 Hope Reformed Church? 

Sessions will be held Sunday,   
 May  3 & 10, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  
This is a great opportunity to find 
out about Hope’s vision, learn 

about the Junction, meet Pastor Russell, & learn how we 
are alike (and unlike) other churches you may have been 
involved in. Attending does not commit you to joining 
Hope, but it helps you make that decision wisely. This 
class is intended for adults. To register please call 
Pastor Russell (712-346-8480 or 262-3106) or email 
(rmuilenburg@spencerhope.org).  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Property  
Spring Clean-up 

Saturday, May 9 
9:00 a.m. 

Bring your gloves, rakes, brooms 
    and other lawn equipment. 
Everyone is invited to participate.   

 
We have a lot of activities in the church and we have 
had delicious food and goodies brought in and now there 
are a lot of dishes left.  If you are missing some of your 
bowls and pans please check the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen. 
 

Do you throw your printer ink cartridges away?  Why 
not bring them to the church office and we will recycle 
them at Staples?  We get a $3 credit for every cartridge 
we bring in that would help to purchase office supplies. 

 

If you still owe for a Love Spencer t-shirt, please stop by 
the church office and pay Lynda.  Thank you! 

 

Youth News 
HHHHigh School igh School igh School igh School     
Youth GroupYouth GroupYouth GroupYouth Group        

will meet on Sunday evening at 
7:00 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

6666thththth, 7, 7, 7, 7thththth    & 8& 8& 8& 8thththth    GradeGradeGradeGrade    
Youth GroupYouth GroupYouth GroupYouth Group    

 meets every Wednesday   
      at 6:30 p.m. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Crocodile Dock 
Mark your calendars for 
Crocodile Dock, June 8 - 12!  
We will be having an awesome 
time at VBS this year learning to 
look for "God sightings" in our 
lives and all around us.  If you 
would like to have a great time 
serving with us, please contact 
Kim at 262-3016 or 
ksmith@spencerhope.org.   

  

If you have latex paint of any color that you are finished 
with at your home, we will dispose of it by using it at 
VBS.  Bring your cans and set them outside Kim's office 
door.  Thanks! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Do you own a home in Clay County and need Home 

Improvement Assistance? You may be eligible for 

grants or no-interest loans based on income guidelines.  

Contact Clay County Housing Trust Fund 712-260-0127 

or www.claycountyhousting.org. 

It is not to late to sign up for 
    

INSPIRATION HILLSINSPIRATION HILLSINSPIRATION HILLSINSPIRATION HILLS    

CHURCH CAMPCHURCH CAMPCHURCH CAMPCHURCH CAMP    
    

It is for all youth entering 1
st
 – 12

th
 grade. 

This year’s theme is “Soul’d Out”. 
Camperships are given to all Hope Church youth 

in the amount of $100. 
For more camp information, please pick up a 

brochure from the lobby bulletin board or contact 
Kim Smith or the church office. 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, May 7 

Spencer Senior Center, Gateway North Mall 
6:45 – 7:45 a.m. hot breakfast with freewill donation. 

 

Speaker Jon Paulsey (Youth Pastor at First Baptist Church) 

“Why is Prayer so Powerful?” 
 

Hosted by Kiwanis. 

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School    



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sponsor a Bag” 

Help to sponsor a gift bag for a child  
at the Guimby School in Haiti. 

The cost to sponsor a bag is $15.  This will 
include the items in the bag (which the 
church will purchase), the UPS cost, cost of 
transporting the bags to Haiti on MFI and the 
customs charges. You will have your picture 
taken and you will have an opportunity to a 
sign a card that will be shared with the 
Guimby students. Cards and pictures will be 
duplicated for the number of bags you 
sponsored. 
If you would like to sponsor a bag(s) please 

stop and see Lynda at the church office. 
 

                                                                                                

                                                                                            Baby Bottle DriveBaby Bottle DriveBaby Bottle DriveBaby Bottle Drive  
                   to help Cherish Center  

                   in Milford. Pick up a  

                baby bottle from the church  

                lobby and fill it with 

coins. When you have it filled return it to  

the church office.  The proceeds of this 

unique fundraiser will be used to help 

operate Cherish House where pregnant teen 

mothers receive counseling, training, and 

personal support as they sort through the 

options of parenting their baby or placing 

for adoption. Please return all bottles to 

the church by May 31. 

 


