
 
Living the Adventure. . . 
 

 

Next Step in 2010 
 

When it comes to the health of a church, the question we often ask is: how many?  How many people come to 
worship?  How many children are in Sunday School?  How many teens went on the work project?  How many 
participated in special events?  And so on. 
 
Those are legitimate questions.  Christ’s task for us is to be witnesses to all the world, and it is important that 
we have many contact points for sharing His message of grace, hope, and love.  And from the standpoint of 
the “how many” questions, 2009 was a good year for Hope Church: 

• Average attendance at Sunday Morning service grew by 6% (370 per Sunday) 
• 100 children and youth participate in our Sunday School program (up from 78 last year) 
• 24 teens and adults went on the summer work project to Canada 
• Over 200 people from Hope Church participated in Love Spencer projects and over 1500 came to our 

parking lot for Trunk or Treat. 
 
But at the same time, the “how many” question only measures what we can see.  As important as it is for us to 
have numerical growth, it is also important for us to help the people who are a part of our church to grow 
spiritually.  For a church to be truly healthy, those who are a part of it should be developing their relationship 
with Jesus.  And that’s not quite as easy to measure. 
 
At our Celebration in the Park in August we challenged everyone who considers Hope Church their church 
home to take the Next Step in their relationship with Jesus.  In 2010 we are going to work intentionally to help 
us all do just that.   
 
In order to help us understand better what the church can do to support your spiritual growth, we are launching 
a special survey asking for input about your spiritual life and the role Hope Church plays in it.  The survey will 
be online and will be open for two weeks beginning on January 23.  As the date draws closer we’ll print the link 
in the bulletin and newsletter and also send it by email to as many of you as we have addresses for.  We’ll also 
have computers available at church for those without internet access.   
 
Our goal is to have everyone who calls our church their church home (ages 12 and up) take the survey.  The 
more input we have, the better we’ll be able to measure how we are doing as a church in taking the Next 
Step—and the better we’ll be able to support you in your spiritual growth.   
 
The survey is comprehensive and thought provoking.  We’re asking you to set aside 30-35 minutes to take it.  
Think of this time as an investment in your own spiritual life as well as the future of our church. 
 
Rest assured that this survey will be completely anonymous.  An expert third-party research organization will 
aggregate your input with responses from thousands of other churches, so your survey will not be viewed 
individually.  You will not be solicited for any products or services as a result of 
taking this survey.  And your email address will not be distributed to another party. 
 
The results of this survey will help us get a measurement of how our church is 
doing in its core calling of helping people experience the Joy of living for Jesus.  It 
will also give us direction for the future.  I thank you in advance for your time and 
input to this very important project. 
 
 

In Touch with Hope  
919 Grand Ave                               HOPE REFORMED CHURCH                   Phone: 712-262-3016    

 www.spencerhope.org                                               
December 29, 2009 

Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)  
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Notes: 
…“Thank you for your prayers and calls following my 

gallbladder surgery. The plant from Hope Church 
and the visits were greatly appreciated."   

                                                           Gary Kuiper 
…“We want to say thank you to everyone who 

remembered us this Christmas season. We are 
even more thankful for your prayers and support 
all year long. It is a joy to do God’s work among 
this kind of generous attitude and loving, 
supportive people.” 

                   Jean Blok, Karmen Brown 
Alan Hansen, Kim Smith 
Lynda Schmidt, Mary Van Drunen 

 
Affirming God’s Servants: 
Thank you to everyone who had a part in the 
Christmas Eve Services. It was a wonderful service in 
spite of the weather. 
 

Nursery Care Team Sunday, January 3 
Mike & Jill Barr, Mary Berkenpas 

 
There will be NO Sunday School on January 3. 
 
Pastor Russell and family will be on vacation until 
January 4. If there are any needs or concerns, please 
contact the church office (262-3016) or one of the elders 
(Sharon Berkenpas, Bob Haak, Ken Hunziker, Mike 
Schmillen, Doug Siepkes, Gary Zeutenhorst).  
 
Pastor Jay and family will be on vacation until January 4. 
 

Installation of Officers 
The following people were selected to their respective 
offices at the Congregational Celebration:  
          Elder: Arvin Druvenga, Paul Rekow     
          Deacon: Scott Mingus, Eric Van Der Heide  
In accordance with the Constitution of the Reformed 
Church in America, unless there are reasonable 
scriptural objections presented to the Board of Elders, 
they will be installed & ordained in office on Jan. 10.      
 
A Card Shower for Lillian Meyer 80th Birthday on 
January 8.  Cards can be sent to Lillian Meyer, Sugar 
Creek Apartments, 1600 SE La Grant Parkway, Box 
105, Waukee, Iowa 50263. 

 
 
Attention all Team Chairpersons: We would like to 
have all of our teams in place by Feb. 1; that is when the 
new year begins for our teams.  When you have your 
new team members and chairperson for 2010, please let 
the church office know (262-3016 or 
hrc@spencerhope.org) as soon as possible.  
 

 
Sew What? Group will meet on Saturday, 
January 9 at 9:00 a.m. in the Grace Room to 
make sewing kits for Haiti. 
 

Winter Cancellation Policy 
Policy is to cancel all weekday activities any 
time school is canceled or let out early 
because of bad weather. Sunday service 
cancellation is up to the discretion of the 
pastor in consultation with consistory 

members.  Cancellations will be announced on KICD 
and the website (www.spencerhope.org). 

                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Everyone can be great, because everybody can serve.  
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.  You 
don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to 
serve.  You don’t have to know about Plato and Aristotle 
to serve.  You don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of 
relativity to serve.  You don’t have to know the second 
theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve.  You only 
need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.” 

   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Something new starting in 2010 – 
Every family is being issued offering 
envelopes.  You are encouraged to 
use them. This will assist the 
deacons when they record your 
giving.  Thank you!  
 

 
NO Action Meal until January 6. 
 
There are many containers in The Well kitchen.  They 
are located on the counter or on the cart under the 
counter. If you are missing some, please check it out. 
 

 PRAYER & PRAISE 
Please join us for Hope Church’s 
weekly prayer time every 
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. It will conclude by 
7:15 p.m.  The time consists of 
praise songs and prayer. This is 
also a great place to seek prayer 
for yourself.  

 

Childcare is available for infants – 3 years old in the 
nursery. We would like to encourage you to bring your 
older children along to Prayer & Praise. 
 

 

Upcoming Services 
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

  January 3 ~ Why?   Karmen Brown will be sharing 
                                    the message.    No Sunday School 

Everla$ting Return$ 
January 10 ~ The Heart Principle ~ Matthew 6:19-24 
January 17 ~ The Ownership Principle ~ Matthew 6:19-20 

 



 

    
RCA Missionary UpdateRCA Missionary UpdateRCA Missionary UpdateRCA Missionary Update    

from the Westrasfrom the Westrasfrom the Westrasfrom the Westras    
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

For the past two and a half months I (Dick) have been 
staying with family in the Chicago area, consulting with 
doctors about the pain in my left buttock. For six weeks I 
went through biweekly therapy sessions and daily 
exercises to strength the muscles in my pelvic floor and 
to give more flexibility to my back muscles. It was 
thought that this would ease the pain. Not having 
accomplished the purpose, the physiatrist gave me a 
temporary procedure that would block some of the 
nerves in my back from sending signals to my brain. This 
did not give any relief either. Finally, the doctor referred 
me to a surgeon from Rush University Medical Center. 
This was the second spine-nerve surgeon that I have 
consulted, having gone to a surgeon in October. Both 
doctors recommended surgery to correct the 
degenerative bone disease in the L5-S1 and L4-L5 
sections of my back. That surgery is scheduled for 
January 20, 2010. We ask for your prayers.  
 

While I was consulting with doctors, Maja was in Bahrain 
keeping her commitment with Modern Knowledge 
School, teaching grade three Arabic students. Without a 
helper, twenty-six students in a class is not the easiest in 
any school system, but in a situation where students 
have varying degrees of knowledge of English, this puts 
to test the best of teachers where everything is done in 
the English medium. Four of the students find it difficult 
to follow instructions in English. Many more cannot 
concentrate. It calls for patience and creativity. You can 
understand why she is refreshed to return to the US with 
family. 
 

Please pray for the congregation in Bahrain as it 
struggles without the leadership of their senior pastor, for 
the associate pastor as he gives his heart and soul to 
the church and for the lay leaders and lay preachers who 
lead the worship. Pray for the Modern Knowledge 
School as it tries to get teachers to replace the many 
classes without teachers. Pray for the surgeon and 
supporting staff as they take care of Dick’s back. And 
pray for us both as we walk through this time of 
uncertainty.  
 

We will be living in our Oostburg, Wisconsin home for as 
long as it takes for Dick’s recovery. We have a new 
phone number (920-564-6538) so feel free to call and 
see how we are doing. We will be happy to hear from 
you. 
 

 
Sincerely in Christ 
Dick & Maja Westra 

 
 
 

 
If you are moving or have a college youth moving please 
inform the church office of your/their new address. 
Thank you! 
 
If you charge any church expenses at ANY place in 
town, please turn in a signed receipt to the church office. 
It will save a lot of time when checking the charges with 
the bills and to know which fund they go to. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                SR. High:SR. High:SR. High:SR. High:      
No Youth Group until January 10. 
   
    6666thththth, 7, 7, 7, 7thththth    &    8888thththth    GradeGradeGradeGrade   
 will not meet until Wed., Jan. 6 
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PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Lord, make the New Year a happy  
      one… 
Not by shielding us from sorrow and pain, 
     but by strengthening us to bear it if it comes. 
Not by taking hardship from us,  
     but by taking all cowardice and fear from our hearts  
     as we meet hardships. 
Not by making our paths easy,  
     but by making us sturdy enough to tread any path. 
Not by granting unbroken sunshine,  

 but by keeping our faces bright even in the 
shadows. 

Not by making our lives always pleasant,  
but by showing us where others and your 
cause need us most and by making us 
zealous to be there and to help… 

God, make our year a happy one!     
                                               Faith Lutheran Church - Portland, OR 

 
 

 

 


