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Worship, Now? 
 

My heart is steadfast, O God, 
 My heart is steadfast; 
 I will sing and make music. 
Awake, my soul! 
 Awake, harp and lyre! 
 I will awaken the dawn. 
I will praise You, O Lord, among the nations; 
 I will sing of You among the peoples. 
For great is Your love, reaching to the heavens; 
 Your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
 Let Your glory be over all the earth. 

 

Those are the words of David.  Psalm 57, to be precise. 
 

“I will praise You, O Lord, among the nations.  I will sing of You among the peoples.”  A call to worship.  An 
exhortation to give praise to God. 
 

Of course, the temptation is to think:  “Well, of course David would say that.”  I mean, after all, this guy is the 
golden boy of Israel: picked by God out of a line-up of his older, bigger brothers; the slingshot-toting slayer of 
Goliath; the hero of every little Judean boy’s imagination; the heartthrob of every Israelite girl’s dreams. 
 

“Be exalted, O God, above the heavens”?  Easy for you to say, David, you’ve got it made: the general of great 
armies, the husband of the king’s daughter, the “man after God’s own heart”.  Easy for you to worship.  Easy 
for you to sing God’s praises. 
 

But what about the rest of us?  I’ve never had a hit song written about me.  I’ve never been on the cover of 
Israel Today.  I don’t exactly see palaces in my future.   
 

What about me?  When the kids are getting in trouble at school, or I’m fighting with my wife.  What about me?  
When the bills are getting overwhelming and creditors are breathing down my neck.  What about me?  When 
the doctors reports come back and I need to make serious changes…or worse, it’s too late to make any 
changes. 
 

“Awake, my soul” and sing?   I don’t think so. 
 

But then you look at Psalm 57 again, and you realize that maybe David’s life wasn’t so golden after all.  You 
look at the small print at the beginning, and you learn that David wrote these words in a cave. 
 

You read the first few verses, and you remember that David had his share of heartache. 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, 
 For in You my soul takes refuge… 
I cry out to God most High, 
 To God, who fulfills His purpose, for me, 
He sends from heaven and saves me, 
 Rebuking those who hotly pursue me… 
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Oh yeah, you remember, David had his share of trouble.  He was hotly pursued by crazy King Saul.  
Remember that?  David was just a servant in Saul’s court—a musician—when suddenly he was dodging 
spears.  He wanted to marry the king’s daughter, so Saul sent him out to get killed by the Philistines.  The fact 
that David survived only ticked Saul off that much more.  He sent a death squad of goons to take David out in 
the middle of the night, and David only escaped by the skin of his teeth. 
 

“I am in the midst of lions” David writes, “I lie among ravenous beasts.”  I’ll say…David’s life was a day by day 
existence: always on the run, never sure he could trust anybody, always the possibility that the next corner he 
turned would be his last.  Saul even slaughtered a town of innocents just because David had spent some time 
there. 
 

No, David’s life wasn’t all million dollar palaces and epic victories.  David knew his share of difficulty.  He had 
his bad days. 
 

And yet, even while he’s hiding in those caves…in the same Psalm where he pleads for God’s mercy…he 
declares “I WILL praise you, O Lord…I WILL sing of you.” 
 

Remarkable. 
 

And so, maybe, even in the midst of my heartache and my struggles…even when it seems like nothing is going 
my way…maybe I can remember that God still is above the heavens, that His glory 
does fill the earth.  Maybe I can remember that He is a refuge for the weary soul. 
 

“Awake my soul” and sing?  Yes, maybe that’s exactly what I need. 
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Hospitalized…  
…Opal DuBois 
…Bud Lovitt was in Sioux Falls Heart Hospital for tests  
    and evaluation. 
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��  to the Family of Aline Roskens 
with the death and passing of Aline from time to eternity 
on Tuesday, February 2. 
 
���	������������
“Dear Church Family, I stand in awe at your generosity 
during my time of need.  Thank you to those who helped 
me through a gift of time, talents by bringing salads or 
bars, those who made a donation to the silent action, 
and for the church opening its doors and hearts to me. 
Your thoughtfulness will not be forgotten.”  
                                                 Warmly, ���������	
  

��������  This Sunday, February 14, at the 9:00 a.m. 
service, we will have the privilege to administer baptism 
to Chloe Jean-Noelle, daughter of Aaron & Amy Knoup. 
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��  The adult choir will be 
rehearsing for a special Sunday (March 21) to 
enhance both worship services. The services 
will feature the choir in five anthems.  
Rehearsals will be every Wednesday evening 
at 7:30 p.m.  Spread the word and join us for 
this great opportunity. 
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�������� ?  Do you want to be 
called a "techy"?  We'd love to have you join our team.  
We're looking for a few more people to join us as we 
keep growing. Opportunities would be for sound system, 
projection, and possibly video operator.  For more 
information contact Jean Blok (712.262.3016 or 
jblok@spencerhope.org). 
 
��������� �����������!�����!������  that you 
don’t wear anymore?  Donate them and we will use them 
to make warm mittens for our neighbors at UDMO.  
Sweaters with holes are fine. Bring them to the church 
office. 
 
"���	� �#�$��� ��	#���	
�  in Bronson, MO, April 
23 - 25.  Check out the poster on the lobby bulletin 
board. If interested in attending contact Joyce Smith 
(262-3391) ASAP. 
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%�!� "���&   Change in plans!   We 
have a group going to Haiti March 3, but 
now the women in the group are 
required to wear skirts every day.  We 
will be making denim skirts for them to 
wear and then for them to leave for the 

ladies in Haiti. We will meet Saturday, February 13 from 
9:00 a.m. – 12 noon in the Grace Room.  If you have a 
portable sewing machine or a serger please bring them 
and scissors.  Fabric and thread will be provided. 
Childcare will be provided.  Contact Stephanie Johnson 
262-0121 if you have questions. 
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will be held from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 20, at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Milford. The cost is 
$25 per family and will include the 
dance, snacks, and a picture to 
remember the evening. The event is 
open to all ages of fathers and 
daughters. Besides the memories 

made, Cherish Center will benefit in the process. Call 
Brad or Laurie Simington with questions at 338-2290 or 
send email to blsimington@milfordcable.net. 
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We have a team going to Haiti with UCI (United 
Christians International) from March 3 – 12.  The team 
consists of Christi Gabhart, Karmen Brown, Heather 
Brown, Sharon Berkenpas, Paul Rekow and Dawn 
Vanden Berg. 
 

All children in Kindergarten through 5th 
Grade are invited to join us in the March 28 
����� %�	���� ����� .  They will be 
assisting in worship and sharing special 
music.  Practices will be downstairs in 
Kingdom Kids beginning Wednesday night, 
March 3 from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m.  Questions?  
Call Kim 262-3016 or email 
ksmith@spencerhope.org 
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Hope Church has gained a reputation – as the “note 
writing church”.  One of our ministries is to write to the 
missionaries that we financially support every month in 
order to encourage them and help us remember to pray 
for them.  We would like to invite you to be a part of this 
ministry.  Those who participate send a note or an e-mail 
once a month to one of our missionaries.  The mission 
field can be a lonely place and a simple note can mean a 
lot for those who are so very far from home.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board to be a part of this ministry.  If 
you want more information, please contact Gloria 
Schmillen (262-8531). 
 

�
���	�,�����  The meals are served from 5-6:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening in the Harbor for a small 
suggested donation ($2-$3) per person. There will be a 
different meal each week. Come alone, come as a 
couple, come with a friend, and even eat as a family!   
 

Nursery Care Team Sunday, February 14  
Randy & Rhonda Lorenzen, Tom & Char Maertens 
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Love Spencer  - April 17 

Vacation Bible School - June 7-11 
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Please have the announcement written out or emailed  
(hrc@spencerhope.org) to the church office by Thursday 
morning 9:00 a.m. for Sunday’s bulletin, and for the 
newsletter by Monday morning 9:00 a.m. the week of the 
newsletter. Please specify if you would like it in the 
newsletter, bulletin or both. Thank you! 
 

 
       

        Kid's Connection 
Wednesday, February 24 
          EARLY OUT! 
  Come participate in our 

                "Warm Winter Olympics". 
 Mark your calendars to save the date!  

 More details coming soon! 
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                  Sunday, Feb. 14, 7:00 p.m. 
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                          Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  
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         Your Invitation to a  
            Pajama Party! 
 

 What:  Lakes Area Pajama Party 
                      for CAASA 
      (to provide abuse victims  
                     with needed sleepwear) 
 

Admission:  New-with-tags pajamas 
 or nightgown (any women’s size) 
 

When: The month of February   
 

Where:   Collection box in Hope Church lobby 
 

Cash Option:  Want someone else to do the 
shopping?  Your check for Helen’s Pajama Party can 
be sent to: PJ Party, c/o Hope Church. After our 
collection, the state program will buy needed sizes in 
bulk. 
 

Sponsor: Hope Church’s Tuesday Afternoon Small Group 
Group contact: Joyce Flaharty, 712-853-6169 

 

Centers Against Abuse and Sexual Assault (CAASA) 
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                                                                          Financial Peace University (FPU)  
                                                                      Thursdays Nights, February 18-May 20,  

                                                                            7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Hope Church    
                                                                         $93 per family 

 

     
 

 

      FPU is a 13-week life-changing program that 
empowers and teaches you how to make the right 
money decisions to achieve your financial goals 
and experience a total money makeover.  FPU will 
be an important step to changing your financial 
future. Sign-up is open to everyone!  
    FPU provides Biblically based common sense 
education and empowerment that gives HOPE to 
everyone from the financially secure to the 
financially distressed.  It is not just for those who 
are in debt.  
    Read more about this exciting opportunity on the 
web at http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/.   
   Make checks payable to Hope Church. 
   Sign up on the lobby bulletin board. 
 


