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News From Haiti 
 

Here is an update on the various ways Hope Church is connected to Haiti: 
 

·  Short-term mission team .  
A team of 11 people from Spencer was scheduled to head to Haiti on Wednesday, January 27.  Because of security 
concerns and other relief priorities in the wake of the January 12 earthquake this trip has been postponed to an 
unknown date. 

·  Promise For Haiti, hospital in Pignon. 
Promise for Haiti is the organization our teams coordinate their trips with.  Pignon is a city in the Central Plateau of 
Haiti about 80 km from Port-au-Prince.  While Pignon was not significantly damaged by the earthquake, it has become 
a destination for many refugees left homeless by the quake.  Here’s a recent posting from their website: 

 

“[Jan 23], in Hopital Bienfaisance de Pignon, we started operating as a trauma center taking care of victims of the 
earthquake, doing surgery (6 cases a day) for broken legs, broken arms, chest trauma with hemo pneumo thorax 
etc….We already received more than 100 victims from whom 57 were admitted and 18 surgeries performed.” 
 

Because the mission team is unable to make their trip at this time, the Haiti Missions Team has decided that the Rice 
and Beans money that was raised last year will be sent to Promise For Haiti to help support the emergency relief in 
the hospital.  This amounts to about $15,000. 

·  United Christians International (UCI), JeanJean and  Kristie Mompremier.  
JeanJean and Kristie live near Pignon.  JeanJean is a pastor who is training other pastors and Kristie is helping 
Haitians to develop the resources they need to support themselves.  Their area has received 887 refugees from Port 
and the Mompremier’s now have 35 people staying in their home.  One of Kristie’s recent e-mails explains how they 
are responding to the quake: 

  

“JeanJean has been busy organizing the community leaders into a response committee... With the community, 
UCI will be continuing to send trucks into Port to evacuate people.  We will not only be retrieving people from our 
area but also offering the trucks to take people to other parts of the country where their family is.  
  

Another area that UCI's relief funds will go to is to supply food for the families that are receiving people.  There 
are families that have taken in as many as we have… We hope to offer money to people in the near future so they 
can get back on their feet.  Most of them have viable skills and just need help to start over.  We don't want to be 
caught giving food indefinitely and never letting the families take control of their own lives.  The Mompremier 
family has land on the mountain that can be worked and we will offer this as well to the families that have no land. 
  

It has been wonderful to see how the community is banding together and giving generously.  So many people 
have offered food, money, and their homes.  They may only have a space on the ground to offer someone, but it 
is so much better than sleeping in the streets.  Our youth group prayed with the families who lost sons or 
daughters today.  They sang, read the Bible and prayed with the families.  Then we gave an offering that we 
gathered and soap for the family to wash their clothes.  Lastly, the youth offered to come and do laundry or help in 
their yards.  I was really proud of the group.” 

 

    The special offering we took on Sunday, Jan. 17 is being directed to UCI.  As of the 24th, this offering amounts to just 
over $14,000. 

·  Guimby Christian School. 
The school at Guimby is supported by several Iowa churches.  For the past several years our children have prepared 
gift bags for the students and our church has sent money ($500/month) to provide 3 lunches per week at the school.  
This year’s bags are currently awaiting shipment in Florida.  We are committed to 
continuing to provide lunch for the school. 

 

Thank you all for your generosity towards Haiti.  As future funds come in for Haiti the Haiti 
Missions Team will disperse them between Promise for Haiti, UCI, and the Guimby School. 
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Our Condolences  to Marion & Joyce Ver Mulm with the 
loss and passing away of Marion’s brother, Jim Ver 
Mulm of Sanborn, from time to eternity on Monday, 
January 18. 
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“Thank you for your cards, prayers and expression of 
sympathy after the passing of Lee’s mother, Abbie.  We 
are so blessed to be part of such a loving and caring 
congregation.”  ����������	�
�	���
  
 
If you have a prayer chain  that you would like started, 
please email your prayer request to Karmen Brown 
(rkbrown@smunet.net). If you do not have email please 
call Karmen at 262-4897 and leave a message.  
 

Attention all Team Chairpersons:  We would like to 
have all of our teams in place by February 1 ; that is 
when the new year begins for our teams. When you 
have your new team members and chairperson for 2010, 
please let the church office know as soon as possible 
(262-3016 or hrc@spencerhope.org).  
 

Nursery Care Team - Sunday, January 31  
Craig & Jill Lowe, Benton & Bridgette Visser,  

Sarah Hitchcock 
 

HOPE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
Are you interested in finding out more 

about Hope Reformed Church? 
Sessions will be held  

Sunday, February 7 & 14  
from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

 This is a great opportunity to find out 
about Hope’s vision, meet Pastor 

Russell, and learn how we are like (and unlike) other 
churches you may have been involved in. Attending 
does not commit you to joining Hope, but it helps you 
make that decision wisely. This class is intended for 
adults. To register you can sign up on the lobby bulletin 
board, call Pastor Russell (712-346-8480 or 262-3106) 
or email (rmuilenburg@spencerhope.org).  
 
On Sunday, February 7, at both services, we will have 
the privilege and the opportunity to participate at the 
Lord’s Table for Communion . 
 
On Sunday, February 7 the Junction worship service will 
be held in the sanctuary, because of the youth Super 
Bowl Party set up. 

Small Groups:   Looking for your next study material?  
The small group team is encouraging groups to get into 
The Life You’ve Always Wanted, a small group study by 
John Ortberg.  Use the sign-sheet in the lobby to reserve 
a DVD for your group and to indicate the number of 
individual study guides ($8) you will need. Deadline to 
sign up is Sunday, February 7. 

 

Missionary Note-a-Month 
Hope Church has gained a reputation – as the “note 
writing church”.  One of our ministries is to write to the 
missionaries that we financially support every month in 
order to encourage them and help us remember to pray 
for them.  We would like to invite you to be a part of this 
ministry.  Those who participate send a note or an e-mail 
once a month to one of our missionaries.  The mission 
field can be a lonely place and a simple note can mean a 
lot for those who are so very far from home.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board to be a part of this ministry.  If 
you want more information, please contact Gloria 
Schmillen (262-8531). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVORCE CARE 
   For those that are divorced, in the process, separated, 
or have ended a long term relationship.  These sessions 
are open to the public. Sessions will be held at Hope 
Church on Tuesday evenings February 8 – May 4, 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. There is no charge for the sessions. 
    Divorce Care: The Courage to Heal  is a 13 week 
non-denominational, divorce recovery series, addressing 
a new topic each week. 
    Divorce Care 4 Kids (ages 5-12 years old): Kids 
care will help your child understand that they are not 
alone and are free to express feelings through stories, 
games, crafts and videos. 
   Free childcare for children under age 5. 
   Please pre-register by phoning 262-3016, 9:00-3:30, 
Monday – Thursday. Please inform us if you will have 
children attending Kids Care or childcare. 

Upcoming Services  
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         Your Invitation to a  
            Pajama Party! 
 

 What:  Lakes Area Pajama Party 
                      for CAASA 
      (to provide abuse victims  
                     with needed sleepwear) 
 

Admission:  New-with-tags pajamas 
 or nightgown (any women’s size) 
 

When: The month of February   
 

Where:   Collection box in Hope Church lobby 
 

Cash Option:  Want someone else to do the 
shopping?  Your check for Helen’s Pajama Party 
can be sent to: PJ Party, c/o Hope Church. After our 
collection, the state program will buy needed sizes in 
bulk. 
 

Sponsor: Hope Church’s Tuesday Afternoon Small Group 
Group contact: Joyce Flaharty, 712-853-6169 

 

Centers Against Abuse and Sexual Assault (CAASA) 



 

WOMEN OF HOPE NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Women of Joy Conference in Bronson, MO, April 23 -
25.  Check out the poster on the lobby bulletin board. If 
interested in attending contact Joyce Smith (262-3391) 
ASAP. 

Women of Hope 2009 Disbursements 
Beginning Balance: $6612.80 
Bethany Christian Services    200.00 
Birthright  100.00 
CAASA   100.00 
Chancel Committee - greenery, etc 150.00 
Cherish House  100.00 
Hope Church Library  300.00 
Hope Youth  - Servers for events 500.00 
International Christian Literature Dist.  100.00 
Kitchen Supplies – Roasters, Bar pans, etc.         350.00 
Local Needs Fund 500.00 
Mission Aviation Fellowship   150.00 
Reformed Church World Service 200.00 
United Christian International   100.00 
Upper Des Moines Opportunity  100.00 
Haiti Rice Fund – already dispersed  300.00 
Sam Maertens – already dispersed 100.00 
NW College Auxiliary – already dispersed 200.00 
Total Disbursements:     $3550.00     
Ending Balance:   $3062.80 
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Do you have some old wool sweaters  that you don’t 
wear anymore?  Donate them and we will use them to 
make warm mittens for our neighbors at UDMO.  
Sweaters with holes are fine. Bring them to the church 
office. 
�
Sew What?   Warm up inside sewing hats and mittens to 
keep our neighbors warm.  Meet Saturday, February 13, 
from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Bring your sewing machine or 
serger and scissor/rotary cutter.  We have quite a bit of 
fleece to work with.  This is a good project for less 
experienced sewers. Children are welcome if 
accompanied by a parent or grandparent.  Childcare will 
be provided.  Contact Stephanie Johnson 262-0121 if 
you have questions. 
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               January 31, 7:00 p.m. 
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                      Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  
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Craig & Christa Hollander 

 

An unbelievable Christmas present! 
On December 24, we received an incredible Christmas present – a 
brand new airplane! It’s called the Kodiak, and we’ve been looking 
forward to having one here for many years. Manufactured by 
Quest Aircraft Company and generously donated by AFD Software 
on the Isle of Man in the UK, the airplane was ferried from Idaho to 
Borneo through Iceland, Greece, India, and many countries in 
between. For three weeks in December, Craig went back to 
America (Washington and Idaho) for intensive simulator and flight 
training so he’d be ready to fly our new plane when it arrived in 
Tarakan on Christmas Eve. From highs of 90° in Indo nesia to lows 
of -10° in the US, Craig endured a 100° temperature  change 
during that time! 
 

Over the next few weeks, the airplane will be sitting in the hangar 
while we wait for registration and  customs paperwork to clear. 
Then it will be off to the races! Well, we won’t actually be racing 
anywhere; instead, we’ll be systematically phasing the airplane 
into our operations, gradually increasing the amount of payload 
and the difficulty of the airstrips utilized until we find the limits of 
what the airplane can safely do. With 9 passenger seats, a high 
power-to-weight ratio, STOL (Short Take Off & Landing) design, 
and a jet fuel-burning turboprop engine, we hope this Kodiak will 
be the perfect tool for our continued ministry to the isolated people 
of Borneo’s interior mountains. 
 

Family News  
When we reflect back over 2009, some memories are bitter-sweet. 
We had our share of being stretched, pulled, and molded this last 
year and while it hasn’t always been comfortable or what we 
wanted, through it all we could feel God’s hand and blessing on 
our lives. While we may be on the other side of the world from you 
and may have been spared from experiencing hardships many of 
you have faced this past year, we still feel the pain of not being 
there with you, our family and friends, as you went through hard 
times. We hope that you too can look back and feel God’s hand 
and blessing on your lives in the midst of your difficulties.  
 

We are thankful for another year of safety for Craig, another year 
of health for our family, for a teacher who is here to teach the 
school-aged kids this school year, for you— our faithful supporters 
who have supported us with your prayers and gifts this past year, 
and most of all for the wonderful addition to our family of Mercy, 
who delights us with her smiles. 
 

We look forward to the coming year with anticipation for new 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead both in our ministry 
here with MAF in East Kalimantan and in our personal lives. We 
also look forward to our 6-month Home Assignment later in 2010 – 
dates & details to follow in the coming months! 

Sincerely, Craig and Christa 

                      Ladies mark your  calendars for  
                        Thursday evening, February 4, 

                       Women of Hope  
                      Movie Night.    

                            We will be watching the movie 
                                  “New In Town” 

                          in the Youth Room at 7:00 p.m. 
Kathy Druvenga and Karmen  
Brown are in charge of the  
devotions and program.   
Hostesses for the evening  
are Luanne Todd, Tami Gilderhus, 
Jill Lowe, Joyce Smith, Barb 
Anderson and Kristy Connor. 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             Coming Soon to Hope Church  
               Financial Peace University (FPU)  

           Thursdays Nights, 
         February 18-May 20 
              7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

             $93 per family 
 

FPU is a 13-week life-changing program 
that empowers and teaches you how to 
make the right money decisions to achieve 
your financial goals and experience a total 
money makeover.  FPU will be an important 
step to changing your financial future. Sign-
up will begin next week and is open to 
everyone!  FPU provides Biblically based 
common sense education and 
empowerment which gives HOPE to 
everyone from the financially secure to the 
financially distressed.  It is not just for those 
who are in debt.  Read more about this 
exciting opportunity on the web at 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/. 
 

�������
 

 

 

 
The Reveal Survey is now open. 

 

http://www.revealnow.com/slsurvey?uid=5687 
is the link to use. 

 

We encourage everyone that considers Hope 
Church their home to complete the survey. The 
more input the better.  If you don't have access 
to a computer, one will be available here at 
church for you to use Monday through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  We’d appreciate it if each 
person in the household, high school age and 
above, would take the survey. 
 

 


