Phone: 712-262-3016 www.spencerhope.org
July 2010
Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)

rmuilenburg@spencerhope.org

Questions and Answers

As July comes to an end and we start thinking about the beginning of another church year, here are some answers to
guestions you may (or may not) have been asking:

| haven’t seen Pastor Jay around much this summer. Does he still live in Spencer?

Yes, Jay still lives in Spencer, he just hasn’t been home much lately. After taking the High School youth to Tennessee and
taking his family on vacation, he’s also spent a week as Chaplain at Inspiration Hills and a week taking the Middle School
youth to Power Connection.

You'll get a chance to hear about Jay’'s many summer adventures during the worship services on August 8 when the youth
lead the service and give a report on their trips.

| saw the bulletin announcement for just one church service on August 22 and 29. What's the deal?

For the last couple of years we have used the last two Sundays in August to set the tone for the coming year. We call these
Sundays “Vision Sundays” or “Celebration Sundays.” The idea is for us to celebrate what God has done within our church in
the past year and to fire us up for what He has in store for us next. To me, these are two of the most important Sundays of
the year for us as a church.

Because both of these services are so important, we have decided to make them into special events. On August 22, we will
have just one service—in the sanctuary—at 10:00 a.m. We want to bring everybody from both our services together to
reflect on God’s grace in our lives.

Then, on August 29, we will have one service—at 10:00 a.m.—at the Clay County Regional Events Center. In the past,
we've had this service at East Leach Park, but this year we've decided to try something different that takes the weather out of
the equation. We'll hold our service in the Events Center ballroom and then move into the arena for lunch (free will donation)
and some ginormous games.

One of the reasons for holding this service in the Events Center is that we want it to feel special—it truly is one of the most
important Sundays of the year for us as a church—and I hope everyone who considers Hope Church to be their church will
make every effort to be there.

Two years ago we did a church-wide emphasis on pray  er, and last year we talked about love. What's goi  ng to be the
theme for this fall?

When we did the Reveal Survey as a church earlier this year, one of the things it showed us is that a lot of us have grown
comfortable in our relationship with Jesus. We've made a commitment to Him, we’'ve made a commitment to the church, but
we need to grow deeper.

The people who have helped us to understand the results of the survey have also told us that one of the best ways to grow
deeper in our relationship with Jesus is to read our Bibles.

So this fall, we are going to begin a church-wide Bible-reading campaign. We’re going to use a Bible-reading program
everyone can successfully complete. It's called “The Essential 100” and it takes you through 100 key Bible passages. After
20 weeks you will not have read every verse in the Bible, but you will have covered the Bible’s essential storyline.

There will be opportunities to sign-up for the E-100 Challenge at the August 29 Events Center service and also pick up Bible
reading guides. The sermons this fall will also correspond to the weekly readings.
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Our youth group had an amazing experience on our mission project to HIS Workcamp
in Alcoa, Tennessee. We started out our journey by packing up our vans and leaving
our daily lives behind. In the vans is where our relationships with each other start to
blossom, this is where you really get to know everyone. When we arrived at the school
we stayed at we met our work groups, the people we would be spending our weekdays
with. In these groups we all got a chance to make a difference in someone’s life by
fixing their home and showing them God’s light. Some of the projects we did were
windowing, roofing, replacing and fixing floors, and much more. It was hard work but in
the end it was all worth it to see the looks of appreciation on our host families faces.
Every night when we were done working we had a worship service with an amazing
praise band and speaker. Personally this was one of my favorite times, you could really
feel God’s presence as you looked around and saw everyone worshiping. After our
worship time we would have a time to talk and debrief in our own youth groups. During

this time we all grew even closer, whether we were crying or laughing, we
knew we were all on this journey together. On our last night in Tennessee
we had a dinner and worship service with our host families and said our
sad goodbyes to everyone. The next day we were back in the vans
headed for Spencer, lowa. There were many memories on our way home
such as river rafting, seeing the World’s Largest Truck Stop, or even
getting a flat tire, but my favorite was when we got back to the church and
everyone was hugging each other because we didn’t want to say goodbye.
If you asked anyone on the trip they would say the same things. Our
relationships with each other grew as well as our personal relationships
with God. This trip was an amazing experience.
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The Tennessee trip was a really great experience for me. | really enjoyed all
the new people | got to meet. The people in my group were so nice, and made
me feel welcome. | also really enjoyed the satisfaction of helping a guy who
without us would have never been able to shingle his roof. Our worship time
was really great too. Everyone got involved in everything. | had a lot of fun,
and also came closer to God.
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On October 16, you will have the wonderful opportunity to serve in the mission field right here in Spencer lowal
From 8:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. at the Southpark Mall.

The Kids Against Hunger food packaging network consists of the organization’s International Headquarters office located in
New Hope, MN (a suburb of Minneapolis), a Division in Mankato, MN, and about 80 independent non-profit food packaging
"satellites" across the U.S. and Canada. They are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with the mission to significantly reduce
the number of hungry children in the U.S. and to feed God's starving children throughout the world.

The event is being sponsored by several churches in Spencer and the surrounding area. Our goal is to package 250,000
meals. This fortified rice-soy chicken flavored casserole with 7 dried vegetables and over 20 vitamins and minerals was
created by a team of food scientists to fight the affects of starvation and cause the human body to begin recovery from
starvation. Each 13.80z bag contains six 1 cup meals at the cost of 25 cents per meal. By adding the contents of one bag to
six cups of boiling water and cooking for twenty minutes it is simple and easy to fix.

There are 3 ways you can help!

1) PRAY - Pray for the core group as the planning continues for this mission based event.
Pray for the people of Spencer and the surrounding areas to respond to the need.
Pray for the people that receive the meals, that their needs will be met.
2) Donate $30 to cover the cost of one person serving one shift on the 16™ of October
when the meals will be packed. You can pay for yourself to serve or simply donate for
someone else to do so.
3) Serve onthe 16™ of October by packing meals (cost is $30 per person). Sign up in the church lobby or on the
internet at http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/77-620433728119
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“O for a thousand tongues to sing

My great Redeemer's praise,

The glories of my God and King,

The triumphs of His grace!” o public bomain

The great hymn-writer, Charles Wesley, wrote “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”, originally an 18-stanza poem, in 1739
after a renewal of his faith.

We often think of the first line to mean a thousand people raising their voices together in praise to God. But what it was
originally written to mean is the following: “Had | but one thousand tongues, | would praise Him with them all.”

Can you imagine having one thousand tongues on your body? In His infinite wisdom, God created each of us with one
tongue. But may we remember Charles Wesley’s words and use our one tongue as if it were a thousand in our continual
praise and worship to God.

Worship Workshop/Kick-off — Saturday, August21 —9  :00 a.m. — noon

We will be kicking off the 2010-2011 year off with a Worship Workshop. It is very important
that all worship volunteers make every effort to attend this event. We will be doing some training,
teambuilding, and also talk about our vision for the coming year. And of course, there will be food
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1% Annual “Fanm Espwa nan Ayiti”

The place seems like a world away but how amazing it is to know that our Father God and His Son, Jesus Christ, live and
reign there as well. The specific place is a church, alongside a dirt road, in the small city of Pignon, Haiti. This had been
arranged in advance to be the location of the 1% annual “FANM ESPWA NAN AYITI”, Women of Hope in Haiti conference
held Monday, June 28, 2010. Everything came together for this event and God made His presence known. God had placed
generous and willing servants in all the right places including the very gracious, Pastor Francios in Pignon. What a joy!

Youseline and Lillian were our translators for the day. Both gals were ready and willing to be the communication link
between the mission team and the Haitian women. The ladies began entering the church sanctuary before 8:00 a.m. The
blank name tags placed at the welcome table caused some confusion for the reason that many of the women weren’t
comfortable writing their name. Scratch ‘name tags’ off the list for next year. The time had come! Time to say “Bienvini”,
welcome, and share with the ladies that a great deal of prayer, planning, and preparation had been done ahead of this day.
Each member of the mission team wore a t-shirt showing the logo that had been designed for the purpose of creating an
identity for the conference. Each of the ladies received an orange bag with the same printed logo. Excitement was in the air
as the singing began and stories of women in the Bible were read and translated. By incorporating the flannel board that
had been a gift from Women of Hope at Hope Church, the stories came to life with the brightly colored felt pieces. The
Haitian women were following the stories intently and wanted to be sure the flannel board was visible throughout.

All this time, much work was being done to prepare the morning snack and the meal that would be served at the end of the
conference. Madame Francois, the pastor’'s wife, headed up the efforts along with four cooks. This provided a much needed
job for these women. Coffee and bread was served in the morning while rice and beans and goat were the main part of the
noon meal. Another necessary job that had been on the ‘things to do’ list, because of the meal, was....”Kill goat”. The going
rate for that task was 20 Haitian dollars. The consensus among the mission team members, it was worth every cent!

More items were shared with the Haitian women throughout the morning. The orange bags began filling up with scripture
memory cards, handmade cards highlighting John 3:16, ‘Witness Symbol’ wristbands and cards, bandannas from the craft
time, topped off with handmade sewing kits that had been sewn and filled by sewing groups from home. Thankfulness
showed through their smiles and eager spirits as each gift was received. Opportunities for prayer, some Bible teaching time,
and a moment of affirmation shared by one of the women in attendance filled the morning. Because of the help of so many
people in so many ways, here at home as well as in Haiti, the conference was complete. There wasn’t anything missing.
God is great and greatly to be praised.

OK... Let's see...the 2™ annual “Fanm Espwa nan Ayiti” conference...ideas are underway. There are Bibles available that
could be purchased which are translated into the Creole language. “Guide us dear Lord. In Jesus name, Amen.”
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Haiti is only half of the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean Sea, but it is a big part of Hope Church. It takes a special effort
to travel over 2,000 miles to Haiti taking a day and a half by airplane. It takes a caring, sharing heart to give money and time
to help the Haitians with the needs in their lives and to share the love of Jesus with them. If you cannot or would rather not
make the trip, you can help in many ways. There are many program connections with Hope Church that can be confusing.
Let me help you understand our commitments and our special offering options.

Hope Church has committed to feeding the children at Guimby School, a remote village on a mountain plateau of Haiti. The
people at Hope Church donate $500.00 each month of the school year to feed hot lunch to about 250 children! That is a
commitment worth keeping!

Another Hope Church commitment is to help support JeanJean and Kristie Mompremier through United Christians
International (UCI). The Mompremiers receive one half of a missionary support share ($3,000.00) as overseen by the Hope
Missions Team. JeanJean and Kristie and their two daughters visit Hope Church once a year to update on the awesome
changes that are being made in Haiti through UCI. Hope Church sent a team in March of 2010 to UCI. The VBS offering
from this past June was designated for water irrigation pumps for UCI. These pumps will be installed and used to increase
productivity of the gardens people tend for sustaining their food supply.

There are many additional programs that support ministries either in Haiti or through our teams’ visits to Haiti. Special
offerings are announced and received to provide school bags for the children of Guimby School, for Beans, Rice, and
Medical expenses for the Poorest of the Poor in Pignon, Haiti (usually collected during November/December prior to a team
trip), a Women'’s Christian Conference put on and sponsored by special Hope donations, Promise for Haiti (Dr. Guy
Theodore) is the hospital in Pignon where our team stays and from where it works while on mission, Many Hands for Haiti
(Jared & Stacey Nikkel) work through Dr. Guy and the hospital to organize work projects and the materials while mission
teams like ours are in Pignon. Many of us helped support these ministries with special gifts above our regular commitment to
Hope Church.

You may remember we had a special offering to help with relief after the devastating earthquake in Port-au-Prince. We sent
$9,000.00 to UCI and $13,000.00 to support the hosp ital in Pignon (Promise For Haiti) during this cris is. This is yet
another case of giving above our regular commitment to Hope Church. WOW! What a giving church!

How can you get involved? One option is to consider joining the next Hope Haiti Team leaving in February of 2011 (Feb 2-
11). That seems a long time from now, but we are planning now and must have a commitment and payment by October 1,
2010. Another option is to give money to support the Guimby School lunch program by simply writing Guimby Lunch for the
check memo. Giving to special offerings promotions is another option. These special offerings are usually collected in the
lobby before and after services. And yet another Haiti connection would be to come to Celebration Haiti which is held each
spring or summer in connection with a Hope Haiti Team returning from a mission.

This Sunday, August 1, at both services, we will have the Financial Peace DVD’s Missing:  We are missing
privilege and the opportunity to participate at the Lord’s dvds from weeks 1, 4, 9, 10, 11, and 12. If you
Table for Communion . borrowed a dvd, please return it ASAP to the

church office or to Jean. Thank you!
76" Annual Okoboiji Lakes Bible & Missionary Conference

July 31 — August 8. Spencer Hospital Hospice of Northwest lowa will be
conducting free hospice volunteer training
Do you throw your printer ink cartridges away? Why not classes on August 9, 11, 16 18 & 23 and 25 from
bring them to the church office, and we will recycle them at 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. If you are compassionate, caring
Staples. We get a $2 credit for every cartridge we bring in and loving and have a calling to help others,
which helps to purchase office supplies. becoming a Hospice Volunteers give their time,

talent and hears generously and unselfishly, yet
commonly feel that they receive more than they

; give. The volunteers provide companionship to the

Prayer & Praise patient and respite for their caregivers. Please call
(712) 264-6380 for more information on how you

Pl join us for H hurch’ kly prayer tim
ease join us for Hope Church’s weekly prayer time can become involved.

every Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. It will conclude by 7:15 p.m.
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The regular meeting of the Hope Reformed Consistory met at 7:00 p.m., in the Well, Thursday, July 8, 2010. A quorum was
present.

Pastor Russell began the meeting with prayer and led a devotional discussion of chapter six of Crazy Love and the first three
chapters of Sticky Teams.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
A. MMSC to accept and approve the minutes of the May 20, 2010.

B. MMSC to accept the financial report given by the deacons for May and June.

C. Staff management reported as to progress and results of staff evaluations. Evaluations for Pastor Russell and Pastor Jay
still have to be done.

D. Building update; painting on the outside of the church has started. Carpet is being replaced and furnishings for the
Fireside room have been ordered.

E. August Celebration Services; discussed the idea of Sunday celebration in the Event Center versus the park and the kick
off of the E-100 program. Initial kickoff would be a combined service for the congregation held at the church on 8/22/10. A
follow up service will then be held on 8/29/10 at the Event Center where a meal would be provided and the congregation
would be challenged to sign up for the E-100 program. MMSC to approve the August Celebration Service to be held at
the Event Center with rental fee of $1000 and cost of a meal to be determined later.

F. Closed this portion of the meeting with prayer.

ELDERS MEETING
A. The constitutional question was asked and answered in the negative with discussion.

B. Communion will be served on Sunday, August 1.

C. MMSC to approve the request from Mark Haan and Kristin Van Voorst that Rev. Haan (Mark’s father) be allowed to marry
them at Hope Church on August 7.

D. Closed the meeting with prayer.

1

There’s a phrase in a song that | like...”if | knew what | was doing, I'd be doing it right now!” That seems to be the way this

part of summer starts to feel for most people. So little summer left, so much left to do! | know | am running around trying to
squeeze in all the things | said | would get to this summer. Many of us are getting kids ready for school, packing one off to

college, and still trying to get that vacation in. Then we start thinking of all the programs and activities that are starting back
up! Gets a bit overwhelming!

Time to take a breath and figure out what parts are important and what God wants us to be doing with our time. There are
many opportunities to serve at Hope this Fall, so please be praying and thinking about what your gifts are and what you love
doing. Just about every team or activity at Hope, not just the children’s, could use an influx of new volunteers or more
volunteers. So maybe this is the year to try something new, even if you are not sure of what you’re doing! Talk to one of the
staff, or team chairs and find a place to serve that gets you excited about Fall, not mourning the end of Summer! Have a
great August!

n " #N
$% &$




for the children at the Guimby School in Haiti!

For only $10.00 per student you can provide a blanket, bowl and a few other fun things.
Our goal this year is to give 300 students a blanket
and a bowl, so we need to raise $3,000.00 dollars.

Sign up at the "tree" in the church lobby on Sunday morning or
during the week at the church office.

For more info, please contact Kim at ksmith@spencerhope.org or 262-3016.




Start with the T in the upper lecorner and write down every other letter acrosditeeline. Continue on with the
In the second line filling in every other letter, andbso Then go back to the first line starting with Biand then write
down every other letter, and so on. (To check your anseerProverbs 14:21.)



