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Urban Legends

I once heard a man who had grown up on a dairy farm tell a story about a chore his father asked him to do when
he was young. They had a coil of rubber tubing that had to be cut into 30 inch sections to replace some of the
hoses on the milking machines. His dad cut the first piece to the exact dimensions required, handed it to his son,
and asked him to use that piece to cut the rest.

So the son went to work. He laid the sample piece down by the tubing, made a cut, then used the piece he had
just cut to measure the next one, and so on right down the line. When he was done, though, and his dad started
fixing the hoses to the machines, he found that over half of the pieces his son had cut were too short.

The mistake the young man made is that instead of using the same piece for the standard for every piece he cut,
he kept measuring off each successive piece. As a result, each piece of tubing got fractionally smaller and
smaller, until they were no longer sufficient for the job.

The point, said the man telling the story, is that we have to hold true to a consistent standard. For Christians, that
standard is the Bible. The farther we get from the Bible, the more our lives fail to measure up.

*kkkkk
In a couple of weeks (beginning July 11) we are going to begin a new series of Sunday Sermons called Urban
Legends. The idea is that we are going to look at some common expressions or ideas that are used in the
church. Things like “God helps those who help themselves” or “You just gotta keep believing” or “God just wants
me to be happy.” Expressions we sometimes quote as if they are scripture, but they aren’t. | sometimes call
them Christian clichés or Christianisms.

Just like urban legends that get passed around on the internet, these ideas sound plausible. They get said in
churches a lot. It seems like “everyone” in the church believes them.

There’s just one problem: they aren’t true. They are not what the Bible says.

And while many of these ideas are relatively harmless, some of them are not. Sometimes we will make life-
altering decisions based on what we believe to be biblical principles; only to discover later that what we thought
was biblical didn’t come from the Bible at all. At that point, these spiritual urban legends can be quite damaging.
They fall just far enough short of the Biblical standard that they do more harm than good.

And so, we are going to go back to the standard. We are going to take some of these Christian clichés and hold
them up to the light of Biblical truth.

The Bereans of New Testament times offer an example worth following. In Acts 17, we are told that Paul came to
the city of Berea and proclaimed the gospel in the synagogue. We are told that the Bereans were of “noble
character” and “received the message with great eagerness.” But we are also told that they “examined Scripture
every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11)

Paul was an Apostle. He was one of God’s trusted spokesmen. Things he wrote down would become Scripture.
And yet these noble Bereans were careful to check everything Paul said against the standard of scripture. And
rather than be offended by it, Paul praised them for their careful search for truth.

In the same way, | invite you to join us for the Urban Legends series as we seek to get back to the standard of
God’s Word.
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While you are reading this we are on that trip!!!

God calls people to go on trips when He wants to talk with them in an intimate way. All throughout the Bible, God
sent people on trips. Moses took lots of trips as God prepared his heart for him to lead His people. Abraham and Isaac had
to go on a trip to sacrifice the lamb, but ending with God speaking to them in a mighty way. Paul in the New Testament had
to take many trips as each one of his journeys drew him closer in his relationship with Christ. And | personally have taken
youth on over 21 trips over the past years and God shows up in mighty ways to speak to His children.

By going on a trip with the youth group we are able to take them out of their everyday life routine and circumstances.
We take them out of their friends’ circles. In fact we even assign vans to break down cliques that sometimes form within our
own youth group. We do not allow them to take cell phones as a distraction to their connection back to home. We will not let
them take ipods or games that prohibit them in interacting with each other as they travel together. All this is because we
want youth to get away from their daily routine and have them take time to focus on their relationship with Jesus Christ. As

— we serve others, as we build things, as we interact with

people, and as we share the love of Jesus, our youth come
back changed people.

God wants and longs to speak with us. Just like God
did in the Bible for so many of them, He still wants to speak
to His children today. Thank you to the congregation for
helping with fundraisers, prayer and support to allow God to
have this opportunity to speak into the lives of the youth here
at Hope Church. Please continue to pray for us as we return

home.

In 2 Corinthians 9:12 Paul writes to the people of Corinth, “This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” | have many reasons for wanting to participate in
this mission trip, but the most important is that this is one of the reasons God sent us Christians into the world. This mission
trip to Tennessee provides an excellent opportunity to do the Lord’s work while growing in my personal relationship with
Christ.

| am excited for the experiences | will have on this trip. From a previous mission trip, | know that my Youth Pastor will enforce
a “No Electronic Devices” rule on the drive down which, somewhat surprisingly, greatly helps our group grow in fellowship.
The time spent on the road can almost be more fun than the time spent at the destination. Another aspect of the trip I'm
looking forward to is the exposure I'll have to the world outside Northwest lowa. It is encouraging to interact with Christians
from a different culture and continually realize how huge God is.

Also, while in Alcoa, Tennessee, my youth group will be asked

to help with construction projects, which will be helpful to have

practice in as | grow older.

When the whole trip is over, | know that | will look back and be
inspired by the work that my youth group and | have done for
and through our Lord. “Because of the service by which you
have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and
for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.”

2 Corinthians 9:13

Our Sr. High Youth Group is on a Synod of the Heart  land HIS Work Trip to Alcoa, TN. The group left on Friday, June
18 & will return on Monday, June 28. You can check out the daily update each evening at Hope Church’s website at
www.spencerhope.org or at www.synodyouth.org (look under HIS Work Camp). Please be praying for our youth and
sponsors that they will have compassionate hearts, servant attitudes, a willingness to work hard and an openness to the
presence of the Holy Spirit. The following youth and sponsors are on the trip: Bryce Benson, Britta DeGeest, Sara
Edwardson, Kady Groen, Milan Johnson, Taylor Lowe, Austin Muilenburg, Alecia Olson, Julia Olson, Leah Rekow, Kris
Rhode, Tanner Schaefer, Tyler Schaefer, Laura Seeley, Reed Smith, Cody Steinkamp, Ryan Steinkamp, DJ Todd, Katelyn
Todd, Maia van Holsteijn, John Wimmer, Stephanie Johnson Ernie/Marlene Bruns, Dave/Laura Schaefer, and Pastor Jay.
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Summer Worship. Does it look different? Sometimes it does in the fact that we are not home and we are traveling so we
have the opportunity to worship at different venues. Don't miss these great God chances to meet Christians you might not
otherwise meet or families you might not otherwise worship with. God is everywhere, He celebrates the seasons, He
celebrates different cultures and He celebrates when we take vacations and share time with our families. He provides all of
this for us and we need to praise Him and thank Him for His provision.

Another part of summer worship that is different are the opportunities that we find with summer concerts such as those at
Treasure Village on Sunday evenings, Okoboji Sunday Celebrations at the United Methodist Camp, and the Annual Okoboji
Bible Conference among others. These also are great ways to experience God in different

places and continue to worship Him.

And let us not forget that when we have family and friends visiting us to bring them along
to worship here at Hope, it's a great place to celebrate God's grace and His many gifts to
us; a great place to be on Sunday morning when you are ready to begin your week.

God doesn't take a vacation, but He will be there with you if you do. When you see those
mountains, remember the creator. When you experience the cool breeze, remember who
sent it. When you dip into the clear water, remember who provided it. When you arrive at
your destination, remember who got you there. And when you get frustrated with the
family you are with, take a breath, and be thankful for the family you have.

"l will praise You as long as | live, and in Your name | will lift up my hands." Psalm 63:4
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2010/2011 Worship Team Applications — Due July 18.

A new application is required for all those interested in being on a worship team this coming year (full time or as a
sub). You must turn in an application to be considered for a worship team. Applications can be found in the box outside my
office or can also be emailed to you. Applications can be returned to box 251 or turned in to Mary directly prior to July 18.

Worship Workshop/Kick-off — Saturday, August 21 -9  :00 a.m. —noon

We will be kicking off the 2010-2011 year off with a Worship Workshop. It is very important that you make every effort
to attend this event. We will be doing some training, teambuilding, and also talk about our vision for the coming year. And of
course, there will be food . Mark your calendars now and watch for more information coming soon.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary Van Drunen.
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For the June Consistory meeting the board attended the opening worship service of the General Synod held at Northwestern
College Christ's Chapel, Orange City.

What Is General Synod?
Synod? What does that mean? Speaking literally, it's a 14th-century Greek-rooted word, and it refers to the government of a
church.

For us, it's the annual meeting of representatives from all over the denomination who gather to make decisions that affect
church life. This group of representatives is called the General Synod of the Reformed Church of America.

The General Synod has authority in all matters that relate to denominational programs and policies. Its representatives are
elders and ministers of Word and sacrament from all of the RCA's forty-six classis.

General Synod delegates vote on recommendations that various RCA program agencies, commissions, committees, and
task forces have sent to the synod. They also vote on overtures sent to synod by the classis and elect the vice president of
synod, who typically is elected president the following year.



Craig and Christa Hollander serve with Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Kalimantan (Borneo), Indonesia. Both Craig and Christa
have been interested in mission work since they were young. They met at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, where Craig studied
mission aviation and Christa studied Bible and theology. As a pilot and mechanic for MAF, Craig serves by “flying pastors,
missionaries, doctors, the sick and injured, government officials, food, animals, Bibles, educational materials, building supplies, and
anything or anyone you can imagine in direct support of MAF’s reason for existence—to multiply the effectiveness of the church by
using aviation and other strategic technologies that conquer barriers in reaching the world for Christ.” They have three children, Faith,

Sean, and Mercy.
Dear Friends,

So far, 2010 has been another one of those years: lots of
changes — some great, some not so great. There've been
changes in the weather, changes in our team, and changes in
our equipment. But there’s been no change in

the great need for MAF's service here or our eagerness to help
where we can.

The weather:

Our mini dry season has

passed, and we've been

getting a lot of rain lately

(almost 10 inches in the last

48 hours), mostly at night.

We even saw a tornado just

off the end of the runway in

Tarakan one morning! That

obviously put a damper on

the day’s flight schedule. We

also felt a small earthquake

in April (not really weather, | realize, but it’s still interesting). And
cobra season may be back—our friend Tim drove over a big one
in his driveway last week.

The team:

Our Canadian mechanic, Karl, just came back after a five month
furlough. He will be a great help to us once again. Unfortunately,
for various reasons, we have 6 airplanes in the hangar but only
three pilots (including me)! Chronic staff shortages have always
been one of our biggest problems. People will begin filtering
back to Tarakan later this month. However, we'll permanently
lose our Chief Pilot in June, and our own family will be headed
back to the USA for a six month furlough in October, so please
continue to pray that the Lord would send us more workers.

The equipment:

The most exciting thing to happen so far this year has been the
arrival of our first brand new aircraft ever—a Kodiak 100!
Manufactured by Quest Aircraft Corporation in Idaho during the
second half of 2009, donated by AFD Software on the Isle of
Man (UK), and delivered to Tarakan on Christmas Eve, this
awesome airplane (serial number 20) then sat under Customs
lock and key for more than three months (ughh!). It was hard to
watch that beautiful new plane sit there collecting dust and bird
droppings in the hangar when it could have been benefiting so

many needy people living in the jungle. But that’s water under
the bridge now. Since early April, the Chief Pilot and | have been
flying the Kodiak into

many of our two dozen

airstrips and testing it

under varying load and

surface conditions. For

example, can we really

land the Kodiak at its

maximum weight on a

420-meter wet grass

airstrip with 4% upslope and still get stopped in less than 60%?
Let’s try it and see! (The answer is “yes,” by the way.) Or can we
really take off at maximum weight from a muddy, 580-meter
airstrip with no slope, with a left crosswind, and still clear those
houses right off the end of the runway, even at the reduced
torque setting required by the high ambient temperature and
inertial separator usage? (“Yes” again.)

Here are some of the things we love about the Kodiak:

« Burns readily available and relatively cheap jet fuel

< Holds nine passengers, twice our normal load

« Short field takeoff and landing capability

¢ Can carry 750 kg of payload (twice our normal load) with a
range of almost 400 miles, plus IFR reserve fuel

« Still requires only one pilot (remember the staff shortage?)

« Climbs at twice the vertical speed of our other airplanes
(good for avoiding trees and mountains)

« Flies 33% faster than our smaller planes (cruise 185 mph)

« Has Garmin G1000 “glass cockpit” instrumentation (very
helpful and cool')

¢ And it has that “new plane” smell!

Here are a few drawbacks:

* Some spare parts are hard to get

* Has some “new vehicle” quirks

« A cargo pod hasn’t been FAA-approved for installation

« Without a pod, it's nearly impossible to carry nine
passengers and still stay within center-of gravity limits.

This is the major drawback for us right now.

But even without a cargo pod (ETA early 20117?), we're still able
to use the airplane for some great ministry. In the last month of
flying, this has included carrying over 10,000 pounds of much-
needed cargo, as well as hundreds of passengers, among them
emergency medical evacuees, government officials, and even a
team of pastors to a very emote, distant outpost.

We're coming home!

Hard to believe, but we've been gone for more than 3 years
already! This means we’'ll be headed back to the USA sometime
mid-October for our second six month furlough. (MAF's normal
schedule is to spend 3% years overseas and then come home
for six months of furlough to be spent visiting supporters,
vacation, and continuing education.) We hope to see you while
we're back. Thanks for your continuing love and support for us
and this vital ministry!
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Do you enjoy watching softball games? Then
come out to Pederson Park and cheer on the
church slow pitch softball team

July 6 vs First Baptist @ 8:15, field 2
July 8 vs Christ the King @ 7:00, field 1
July 13 vs Dayspring AOG @ 7:00, field1
July 15 vs Spirit Lake E Free @ 8:15 fieldl

July 19-22  Post Season Tournament
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