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We are one church worshipping in two locations. Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. at 919 Grand Ave.
or at 10:30 a.m. at the Spencer School Administration Building (23 E 7" St) for The Junction.

Living the Adventure.

Dealing with Change

As a leader one the more difficult things | have to deal with is change. Whether it is a small change (like
changing the meeting time for a ministry team) or a big change (like changing the way we run an entire program)
change can be hard. It messes with our routine. It pulls us out of our comfort zone. It means things will get less
predictable.

And yet for a church to continue to be effective, change must happen.
Author and pastor Randy Pope writes this about change:

People tend to think that things will stay the same if nothing is changed. They underestimate the
pervasive presence of change in the world. Keeping things externally “the same” hardly prevents
change. The changes simply occur in more subtle and devastating ways. So, a church may keep doing
what it has always done before, but the effectiveness and meaning of those practices will probably be
radically altered. If we want to maintain the same allegiance to the truth, the same effectiveness in
communication, and the same faithfulness to our purpose, we must continually change.

G.K. Chesterton once illustrated this point by talking about what happens when you build a white picket
fence in your yard. If you want to keep that picket fence the same as when you built it, the worst thing
you can do is leave it alone. You must change it constantly—checking, repairing, and repainting it.
Faithful church boards understand that if they don’t give constant attention to the church facilities, the
building will eventually fall down. Why are we so reluctant to apply the same principle to the body of
Christ that meets in those facilities? (The Prevailing Church, pgs. 92-93)

For me, it is helpful to make a distinction between Vision and Strategy. Vision refers to what we are called to
accomplish as a church. It's our mission. For Hope Church, we describe our vision like this: “We are here to
bring joy to Jesus and to experience joy in Him.” We are committed to serving Jesus through worship,
discipleship, fellowship, service, holiness, and outreach. That vision, which we believe to be very Biblical, must
never change.

But the strategies we employ to live out that vision are very adaptable. Right now we employ a strategy that
includes power point projection and adult small groups. In earlier years the church used hymnals and adult
Sunday School classes. In earlier centuries the church used chanting and catechism classes. Different
strategies, but in each case the desire to honor Jesus remained the same. Who knows what strategies will
emerge in the future? But the vision will not change.

Our friends at Faith Church in Dyer, IN talk about having a culture of “wet cement”. The only place they allow
the cement to dry is around their vision of reaching the disconnected and growing the connected. Everything
else is “wet cement’—adaptable strategies for accomplishing their mission.

All this is to say that | realize change in the church can be difficult. But if we are committed to being a vibrant
church not just today but well into the future; then we must think of the way we do church as a white picket

fence—something to be constantly checked, repaired, and changed.
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Upcoming Services
We are one church worshipping in two locations.
Our goal in worship is to hear from God, to bring glory
to His name, and to encourage one another.
919 Grand Ave —9:00 a.m.

Jesus Talks about Conviction -
Jesus Talks about His Return
Jesus Prays for Unity
The Junction -23 E 7" St - 10:30 a.m.

When Do We Worship? e
Where Do We Worship? e
Why Do We Worship?

Thank You Note:
“I've known for many years that I'm part of a wonderful
congregation, but the outpouring of concern and care for
our welfare after my back surgery has been
overwhelming! We could feel your prayers and have so
appreciated the calls, visits and food brought in. Christ’s
love was felt through every caring gesture.”

With our sincere thanks. Ruth& Allou Hanserv
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vl There will be an Open House for

a 37’ y ' »» 2 Marion and Joyce Ver Mulm’s

JCLllc 50" Wedding Anniversary on

Wedd Sunday, June 28, from 2-4:00 p.m.

in the Harbor of Hope Room.

There will be a short program at 3:00 p.m. Everyone is
invited to help them celebrate.

Help Wanted
Applications are now being taken for the part time

position of Worship Leader for Hope Church. We
envision someone who can lead our singing on most
Sundays during worship as well as lead the rehearsals
for our praise teams during the week. This will be a part-
time, paid position of about 12-15 hours per week. You
may pick up a job description and application from
Pastor Russell. Applications are due by June 30.

ing Anniversary

Do you have extra time this
summer to read? Then be sure to
check out the church library. They
have some excellent books for all
ages.

Hope Family Prayer Time E
Wednesday evenings 6:15 p.m. £

womfder Be a beam in the construction of E
working Hope Church as a 3
pOWZI‘ . house of prayer. %
Jprayer  EVERYONE IS ENCOURAGED

TO ATTEND! X

Remember to stay in touch with
schedules, message series, and

other great information on our
website at www.spencerhope.org

Treasure Village welcomes the “Gospelaires” hailing
from the Worthington area on Sunday evening, June 28
at 8:00 p.m. This men’s quartet will present many of the
old-time gospel songs of the church. Their purpose is to
praise God through music and fellowship. Admission is
$4.50/adults and children under age 12 free. Treasure
Village is located on Hwy. 86, 2 miles NW of Milford.

You are invited to join the B.C.
(Before Church) Prayer Time
every Sunday 8:30 — 8:55 a.m. in
the Grace Room. Come be a part
of the engine that will drive Hope
Church for His Glory.

Do you enjoy watching slow pitch

softball? Then come out to Pedersen

Park on Tuesday nights and cheer the

church softball team on to victory.

Next game: Tues., June 30 -7:00 p.m.
field 1 vs. Sacred Heart/First Christian

If you would like to have a meeting (team, prayer, small
group, worship team practice, etc.) in the church at any
time please contact the church office (262-3016 or
hrc@spencerhope.org) so we may put it on the church
calendar to avoid confusion and interference in setting
up rooms. Thank youl

Nursery Schedule: Sunday, June 28
Tim & DeeAnn Greenough, Jon & Jennifer Myers

Do you throw your printer ink cartridges away? Why
not bring them to the church office and we will recycle
them at Staples? We get a $3 credit for every cartridge
we bring in which helps to purchase office supplies.

Junction News

Following the Junction service on Sunday, July 12 we
will have a Junction Gathering meeting during the
meal/fellowship time. This will be an opportunity to talk
about the direction and vision of the Junction service and
to explore next steps for this ministry. Everyone who
regularly attends the Junction is encouraged to be a part
of this important meeting.
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WHAT 1S?

“Not Yet” Group: “Not Yet” started when there was a
need for a group of Hope Church ladies to have a time of
Christian fellowship. It is not meant to take from other
church activities such as Bible Study, small groups or
volunteering. It is to be a time to grow as a church
family. We do Christian sharing and reminiscing and
even play some fun games. We enjoy visiting places as
a group. We sometime meet at the St Luke’s Campus as
we have members living there.

“Not Yet” is not just for widows. We'd like to
encourage members and friends of Hope Church and
the Junction to join us. We'd like to encourage
caretakers, people who may feel lonely, desire to be
among others, people who miss activities because they
don't drive after dark, and people with good ideas for our
meetings.

“Not Yet” usually meets the third Thursday of the
month at 2:00 p.m. at Hope Church. July’s meeting will
be a trip in the area.

Any questions concerning the “Not Yet” group, please
contact Dorothy Smith (837-4790).

H.O.P.E. Support Group: Have you found yourself as
the mom of a prodigal? Maybe it is alcohol, drugs,
trouble with the law, eating disorder, or something else.
Please know you are not alone — that is the reason for
H.O.P.E. (Holding Our Prodigal Everyday - in prayer). A
special group of moms hurting and grieving the path
their children have taken - no matter the age or the
problem. H.O.P.E. is a community, non-denominational
group and is sponsored by women who understand what
you are experiencing and want to offer you comfort and
encouragement through this heartbreaking valley. If you
have questions, please feel free to contact Karmen
Brown (262-4897).

Respite Volunteers Needed! Alzheimer’s Association
is looking for Respite Volunteers to assist family
caregivers of individuals with Alzheimer's or related
dementia. The Respite volunteer would provide a
valuable service of being a companion in the home while
giving the caregiver a much needed break. No medical
or personal care is required, and two to four hours gives
the caregiver a much needed break. If you are
interested please contact Kelly Schultz, Alzheimer's
Association in Spencer at: 712-580-4236 or email her at
kelly.schultz@alz.org. The Alzheimer's Association
branch office in Spencer provides services to individuals
with Alzheimer's or related dementia in Buena Vista,
Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, and Palo Alto county’s.

75" Annual Okoboji Lakes Bible & Missionary
Conference will be July 31 - August 9. The theme this
year will be “Changeless - all may change, but Jesus
never”. Pamphlets are available on the library counter.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

meets on Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

6™ 7™ & 8™ GRADE YOUTH GROUP

will meet at church on Wednesday, June 24, at 6:30 p.m.
for a surprise outing.

Food for Thought

Don’t put off until
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AMERICA

She lies between two oceans;

She boasts of mountains high.
Rich woodlands dot her landscape
While rivers flow nearby.

She offers grassy prairies

With gently rolling hills;

There's fertile soil for farming

And busy textile mills.

Her people have a birthright

That not all lands can boast...
Yes, freedom is her motto;

It's heard from coast to coast.
Though men fought hard to gain her,
This country that we love,

She’s been from the beginning

A gift from God above.

Her red-striped flag waves proudly
With one star for each state;
Liberty and compassion

Are what have made her great.
Let’s never take for granted

This land that is so blest;

May each of us pray for her

And give to her our best.

Marie A. Florian




