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Last August in our service at the park, we said that we wanted our emphasis for the year to be everyone in the church 
taking the next step in their relationship with Jesus.  While our church has been growing numerically, and we are excited 
about that growth, we said it was just as important—if not more important—that we are all growing spiritually as well. 
 

As a part of this emphasis, in January the consistory asked all of you to take a comprehensive survey about our church and 
your spiritual life called the Reveal Survey.  151 of you took the survey, for which we are grateful.  We have gathered a lot 
of information about our church which should help us to help you grow in your relationship with Jesus. 
 

One of the most important findings of the survey was a continuum that suggests four different stages people can be at in 
their relationship with Jesus.  The breakdown for how Hope Church fits into those stages is given in this graphic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clearly, the largest segment in our church is those “Growing in Christ”.  Our goal is to help those of you learning what it 
means to get to know Jesus to make that next step of being close to Christ.  At the same time we want to help those 
“Exploring Christ” and “Close to Christ” to make steps forward as well.  So, how do we do this? 
 

For one thing, as John Ortberg emphasizes in the Life You’ve Always Wanted study, spiritual growth is something only God 
can do.  We don’t get closer to Jesus just by trying harder—that leads to legalism and hypocrisy.  We depend on the Holy 
Spirit to grow, and as Philippians 1:6 says, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion.” 
 

But, at the same time, Ortberg points out that we can position ourselves for God to work.  Later in Philippians we are also 
told that we should “continue to work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling.” (Phil. 2:12)  We can train ourselves to 
receive the transforming work of God.  Here are three things the Reveal Survey suggests we can all do to position 
ourselves to take the next step closer to Jesus: 
 

Personal Spiritual Practices   Taking time to pray and read the Bible puts us in a position to hear from God and focus our 
attention on Him.  When we pray, we get a much better perspective on our struggles.  When we read scripture, God’s way 
of thinking becomes our own.  We are planning a church-wide Bible reading campaign for this fall, but don’t wait till then to 
pick up the Book and start reading. 
 

Spiritual Relationships   What is it about our Northwest Iowa ethic that makes it so hard to talk to one another about our 
faith?  I find it is much easier to have a conversation about the UNI Panthers than to talk about my struggles as a parent or 
what God is currently teaching me.  And yet, real spiritual growth often happens when we allow ourselves to be vulnerable 
and held accountable by a small group or a trusted spiritual mentor.  If you are in a small group, try going deeper with one 
another.  If you are not in a small group, find one and get involved. 
 

Serving  Few things help us take the attention off ourselves so well as volunteering to help others.  When we give time to 
help make a program at church better or go out of our way to serve in our community and world, we give God all sorts of 
opportunities to stretch and grow us.  Love Spencer is a good first step toward a lifestyle of service that will hopefully lead 
many of us to serve more and more. 
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Phone: 712-262-3016                    www.spencerhope.org                                              

March 25, 2010 
Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)  
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My Philosophy of youth ministry is happening here at Hope Church and I want to share what is going on as we move 
students to becoming fully devoted followers of Christ.   
 
Outreach Event   Our goal is to have three of these per year.  Our sole 
purpose is to provide a place where our church youth can invite their 
unchurched friends to come and be a part of something really fun.  We want to 
get to know these students relationally and provide a great time with them and 
their friends. The Super Bowl Party was awesome!  140 students came to this 
event.  51 students were first time guests that had never been to a youth 
program.  48 students were returning guests of a previous event.  We also had  
41 students who attend youth group regularly.  We now follow up with these 
guests to encourage them to come and check out our youth group night. 
 
Growth   The growth stage for students is what we would call youth group on Wednesday Nights and Sunday Nights.  
This is a time where we are building relationships with students, tackling issues that teens face in their everyday life, as well 
as introducing the God piece.   Currently we have around 60 students at this level within the Sr. High and 6 th,7th,8th grade 
youth groups.  The cool thing is that 15 students that attend youth group are not regular attendees of Hope.  They have 
come with friends at an outreach event and decided to come and check out what we are about at youth group nights.  
 

Discipleship   This stage is the God teaching stage.   We 
currently combine both Sr. High and 6th,7th, 8th graders for this 
during our Sunday School hour with around 40 students 
attending.  My goal here is to really teach the Bible and help 
students grow in their faith journey.  We just finished our series 
“Why Jesus”, where we took a trip on video to the Holy Lands 
and looked at where Jesus walked on earth.  
    The Sr. High students in this stage just got back from their 
Spiritual Retreat where they studied the RCA Doctrines of Faith.  
We really got a chance to focus on our personal relationship with 
God and to figure out what the next step in our faith journey looks 
like, for some it will be Profession of Faith, while others that have 
already done that looked at scheduling devotion time, prayer, and 
Bible reading in their busy lives.  Each one looked at what they 
need in their journey. Feel free to ask students about this trip. It 
was amazing and I am sure they will be happy to share with you 
about it.  Coming up for this group will be Youth Sunday, as well 
as the 6th, 7th, 8th grade taking their retreat in April. 
 

Leadership   This stage is where students model, give back, and also sacrifice for the greater good of the youth ministry 
program.  At this stage we have students that are using their gifts to come and help lead at the outreach programs, as well 
as coming to youth group to encourage and walk along students as we move students from Outreach to Discipleship. 
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Imagine…. 
…a child hearing about God’s love for the first time . 
…kids worshipping in powerful ways. 
…children praying for each other. 
…adults and teens modeling Jesus’ love to children. 
…the kids in our church sharing gifts of love with c hildren  
     who are hurting. 
…children serving each other. 

 

This summer, let’s transform our church into a magnificent ship.  Be a part of the Vacation Bible School at Hope Church 
during the week of June 7-11.  It’s our goal to reach 250 kids with this program.  That’s 250 kids who will grow in their 
relationship with God! 
 

We’re praying this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts and lives with God’s love.  Help kids in our 
community discover that 
 

·  God’s Word is true. 
·  God’s Word is comforting. 
·  God’s Word is surprising. 
·  God’s Word is life-changing. 
·  God’s Word is for everyone. 

 
As we plan and prepare for High Seas Expedition, our team would cherish your prayers.  Pray that God would give us 
wisdom in planning.  Pray for the right staff members to join our team.  And pray that God would begin working in the hearts 
of the children who will come to High Seas Expedition! 
 
Watch for more information about this exciting ministry event and how you may be a part of it! 
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Inspiration Hills Church Camp 
 is for all youth entering 1st – 12th grade.  

This year’s theme is  
“Extreme Makeover: Building a Better Heart”.   

 There is also a new opportunity - a family camp to 
the Black Hills. Pick up a pamphlet from the lobby 

bulletin board.  Contact Kim Smith for more 
information and about camperships. 

 

 

 

��������	�
��	�
�����������	�
��	�
�����������	�
��	�
�����������	�
��	�
��� ����

 



�

�  

 ��
	�!���	���
�	���"��#�
jblok@spencerhope.org 

 
 

On April 17, the city of Spencer will once again be flooded, not 
with spring waters, but through servant evangelism by a 
Kindness explosion.  Last year we had 7 churches active with 
around 500 people working throughout the city that day.  This 
year will be even greater.   
 

What is Servant Evangelism?  Servant Evangelism is stepping 
out with acts of kindness to show God’s love in a practical way. 
We will be doing this in a variety of ways through a free carwash, 
a pop give-away, free yard work, cleaning up the parks or free 

hot dogs. A kindness card is given out with the free gift or service, saying something like, “We hope this small 
gift brings some light into your day. It’s a small way of saying God loves you  – no strings attached…”  On the 
reverse side will be the 10 or more churches that will be participating this year along with their contact 
information.  It is a Kindness Explosion because several churches (hundreds of people!) get together to show 
God’s love to the city together servant evangelism projects. The idea is to saturate the city that day with God’s 
love! 
 

What will the day look like?   
 

Saturday April 17 
·  8:45 a.m.  REGISTRATION - Hope Reformed Harbor Room  
This will be when you will receive your t-shirts, sign up as individuals or families, where you want 
to serve for the day, and begin the unity of one big church serving together. 
 

·  9:30 a.m.   PEP RALLY 
This will be a fun time to come together as churches, see who’s involved, worship and pray 
together, and remind ourselves why we’re doing this! 
 

·  10:00 a.m. –2:00  (approx.)  KINDNESS EXPLOSION 
Together as churches, blitzing the city with God’s love through the projects we’ve planned. 
 

·  2:30 p.m.  WORSHIP CELEBRATION - East Leach Park  
We’ll gather in unity to worship through music and celebration of our day, followed by hamburgers 
prepared by the Clay County Cattlemen.    

 

Having most of the people involved wearing an Love Spencer t-shirt has proven to be a very powerful part of the 
event, and it’s a great reminder to love the city long after the event is over.  Each church will be charged $10 per 
person  that participates.  If you have your shirt from last year, the cost to participate is only $5. 
 

This is a great day for individuals, families, youth, etc.  There are ways that everyone can get involved.  Please 
cover the event in prayer.  There will also be opportunities to pray the day of the event.  Sign up in the church 
lobby by April 6 or email jblok@spencerhope.org 
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The regular meeting of the Hope Reformed Consistory met at 7:00 p.m., in The Well, Thursday, March 11, 2010. 
A quorum was present. 
  

Pastor Russell began the meeting with prayer and discussed chapter three of Crazy Love.  
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 
A. MMSC to accept and approve the minutes of the February 11, 2010. 
  

B. MMSC to accept financial report given by the deacons. 
  

C. Discussed issues of charitable contributions and how they fit under IRS guidelines.  
  

D. Discussed information gathered at consistory retreat regarding issues around growth at Hope Church. 
  

E. A decision was made to review the Reveal Survey results on Monday, March 22 with consistory and staff together. 
  

F. This portion of the meeting was concluded with prayer. 
  
ELDERS MEETING 
Elders meeting was not held due to lack of numbers for a quorum. A special elders meeting has been scheduled for 
Monday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
DEACONS MEETING 
A. Discussed was held. 
 

B. Closed with prayer. 
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Sew What? Group  
 

                               Join us on Saturday, April 10,        
                               from 9:00 a.m. - noon in the                     
                               Grace Room to  sew activity   
                               aprons for people with       
                               memory difficulties at our local  
                               nursing homes.  Think of a 
kid’s activity book on an apron.  Bring your 
sewing machine and scissors.  If you have extra 
zippers, big buttons or fabrics with interesting 
textures, that would be great.  Denim for the 
aprons will be provided.  You can put your 
creativity to good use on this one.  Call Stephanie 
Johnson at 262-0121 if you have questions.  
Childcare provided. 
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Rick & Stephanie Peterson 
Eastern Turkey 

���������	
�	�����
��
����������	
�
�
��
�������������
��������
��

����� ����������������
��������������


��������������

� ��������
��
���
����������������������� �!���

�������"�����#
� �����
����

����������������������  

���������	
����
��

���	����
��
����
��
����������� 
���
�����
�����	

�	
����
���
���������������
�	����
���
���	

�	
��������	
��

���������
���
��� ���
���
������	��
�
���	
����
��

���������������
����	��������	
��
���
������	
�
���	������
�������� 
��
�����  

$���
��������%�&��%������������������'����
�������� ������������������
����������
�������������������
� ���������� �(
��
�
���������
��������	
�
�
�)����������������������� �

�����������������������
�����

������������
���� %�
����������  
 

�����	�����	����������	� �
*����

��
��������������������
����
���
������
���� ���� ������"��
�����
����������������++�����
������ �����������������
'��%����������%���%������
"����� �&��%������������� �������
���'����%�����������
�
���'�
�������
������ ��������

%�����
������������
����� �$����

����������,����������

� ����������������
���������
�������

��

%���+�-���� ������.�����
������
�%�������������������������������
���������� � �/�����������*���������	���������"��.�&��%�����
� ����������

�������
��'��.����'.���
"�.�
�����.����������������.���
�.� ����
��"�.�����%���������.��
����.���
������������� ��������.�����
��������+������������
�'��������
�'���'����
����%�
 ��������
���
���
��������
������������������������� �  
	�����0�*���������������
�����
������������'������� �
����� �-���������
������������������������*������ 
�����������
������
	������
����������������������'��.�'��%���%.������� ���� �!��������������.�*�����
��������������������% ��


�������������
�1���
���+�	������"����
���
����������

+�-
������� ���

��������.���
������������������
�������������� 
�'�����"�����

������
��������

��
��������������������������'��'�.������ ���������.���
������.�����������%� ��2��������
��
� ������������(����'���.�
*2�����������
"����
�3���4
�%�5��� �������
��
����� �����������������������
������*��������.�'����
���� "����������/�
�67�
8
���
�����
�����������7�-���������
���
�����
����� ���
��������������
��7�2�����������
"�������������� �����.�'���
���%�
�������������������������������

��������
��� (
����
�%�
���
����"�������� ���
�

�����"��'����'��������������������������
���������
 �
���
����������"�������
����
"��������
��9������
� 
������� ����
��"�������

��������������

��9�������������������� ��
����%� ����������������
�
�����������������
���� ��
�%����
�����������������

��

���������������"��������
��� �������

���������%������ ������"�����
�������
���� ��
��������
��
�������������������������
�%�
����������������'
 ����

���������������� �:�����.����#��������������� ����"��������
�
����
����
������
��������%��������%���6���������� ���

�*���� �	��������'����"������������
�%���

��� �����
������6����

������������������� �;����������:
��+  
 

�������
�����
��	��
��
*
"�����
�����������������
"����������
��
��������� �

��������������
�������
������������ �8���������
 ���

������������
���������������
�����������������#�����
�
��������� 
������   ��
� �$��� ��������� 
������� ��� 
��� '����

�� �
� �
�� �
�% .� �
�&��%����"��� �"���� �
������ ��� 
�
��� 

� ���� ���� �� ����
��� ��� ����

%������ �<�������������������
��
����
���%����� �
� �2�������

��
���������
������������*������������ ����������
��
�
��.�����
��
����'������������
�
��� �*���������%���
����

�
���)������
�����
������������������������������
� ����
���������

�� ��
= �-���
�������
�����������������'����������������� ��

��
�� �8���.��������'������������������������
� �
���������+��
> �-�� ��� �
����
� 
���>��� ���%�����
��� ��%������� ��' ��.� ��� ��"�� ��������������� 
�� ��

��� �������� ��
��� �
��� ��%����
��

��'�� �
� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dick & Maja Westras 
 

The National Evangelical Church in Bahrain, which traces its origins to pioneer RCA missionary Samuel 
Zwemer, is made up of eight language-group congregations, comprised mostly of foreign workers. Richard 
(Dick) Westra is pastor of the English-language congregation. He also teaches church school and Theological 
Education by Extension courses, as well as a parenting class with his wife, Maja. Maja teaches English at Al 
Raja School in the capital city of Manama. Before moving to Bahrain, the Westras served RCA congregations in 
Ontario and Nebraska and as missionaries in Oman. They have three adult daughters, Stephanie, Susan, and 
Andrea. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 

The time has come for us to return to Bahrain. It has been a long journey, beginning the first week of October 
last year when we arrived in Chicago to visit doctors and get a diagnosis on Dick’s pain. They began with six 
weeks of therapy followed by a procedure on his nerves that was supposed to identify the nerves that were 
causing the pain in his leg and back. When that failed, a doctor from Rush University Medical Center made the 
decision to operate. It was the only option available. That operation took place on January 20, 2010. 
 

It has been an up-and-down recovery. First Dick went to emergency at Rush Medical because the pain level 
was too high – they regulated this with medicine. Then 10 days later, he went to St. Nicks in Sheboygan and 
was diagnosed with pneumonia. His strength is not completely back, but he can do a few hours of work a day. 
So we have decided to return to Bahrain on Tuesday, March 9, our scheduled departure date. It will be a long 
journey, but the church has agreed to give Dick a week to recover from jet lag, and then a reduced work week in 
order to get him back into the job.  
 

At this time, we are looking at a six month stay in Bahrain (August 31) with an RCA retirement date of December 
31. Our replacement, Jim Harrison, is in the process of getting his visa to Bahrain. His family visas are also 
being processed.  
 

The Lord has been with us during this medical leave, as well as our thirteen year ministry in Bahrain. Your 
support, love and prayers were crucial. Without that, we would be unable to do the work the Lord has called us 
to do. We look forward to meeting many of you during the autumn of this year. Please continue to pray for the 
transition of leadership as well as the church in Bahrain. 
 

We feel the work of the church among the Muslims of Bahrain is crucial in today’s global society. Please 
continue to financially support the RCA in this endeavor. 
 

In His Service, 
Dick and Maja Westra 
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Easter Sunday – April 4  
All services in the sanctuary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunday, March 28  

9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
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Thursday, April 1 - 7:00 p.m. 
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The youth will be serving 
pancakes and waffles 

after the Sonrise Service 
and also between the 9:00 

& 10:30 a.m. service.  It 
will be a freewill donation.  

Proceeds to go to the 
youth trips. 7:00 a.m. 

 

 

9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
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