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Building on Joy 
 

In 1 Kings 17 the prophet Elijah visits the village of Zarapheth.  All of Palestine is suffering under a drought that 
Elijah himself predicted.  And Elijah, no less than the rest of the population, is suffering from the lack of food.  In 
Zarapheth, the Lord directs him to a widow, mother of a young boy, who is also feeling the effects of the lack of 
rain.  When Elijah finds her, she is gathering sticks so that she can go home and bake a final loaf of bread for 
herself and her son before they starve. 
 
Somewhat presumptively, the prophet asks her to first make him a cake from her meager supplies before cooking 
for herself.  He promises that if she shows faith in this, the Lord will supply.  And, miraculously, that is exactly 
what happens.  The day after she uses the last of her flour and oil to feed Elijah, she finds there is still more in the 
jar and jug.  Likewise, the next day she has still not run out.  And the next also.  Until the day the Lord returns rain 
to the land.  (1 Kings 17:8-16) 
 
I’m not claiming a similar miracle here in Spencer, but the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarapheth comes to 
mind when I think about the most recent capital campaign at Hope Church.   
 
At the end of 2007—before the recession had fully taken hold—we began the Hope Building on Joy campaign.  
Our goal was to put concrete on the west half of the parking lot, remodel the sanctuary, and complete what we 
called Phase III of our building (the west hallway, nursery, and library).  We also hoped to retire our mortgage.    
 
At the time, many of us made one time gifts or pledged to make monthly or yearly donations up to the end of 
2010.  In total, $260,000 was pledged to the campaign. 
 
Despite the recession, the people of Hope Church have given generously.  In the last 2 ½ years, the Building on 
Joy campaign has not only allowed us to complete our improvement projects and retire the debt, but also to pay 
for the camera and monitor system for seating in the Well and pay our assessment for the improvements the city 
made to 9th Street. 
 
Now we are hoping this campaign can be stretched for one more set of projects.  This summer we are planning to 
paint the exterior of our building and refurnish the Grace room and the Fireside room.  Total cost of these projects 
will be about $40,000. 
 
The generosity of our church thus far has been overwhelming in this campaign.  If you have remaining pledges for 
Building on Joy I want to encourage you to fulfill them.  The money will be put to good use.  And if you would like 
to make an additional one time gift for the completion of the painting and room projects—or if you did not make a 
pledge at the beginning of the campaign, but would like to contribute to these projects--you can give a special 
offering with “Building on Joy” on the memo line.   
 
Just as the Lord provided for Elijah and the widow of Zarapheth, so He continues to provide for Hope Church 
today. 
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May, 2010 
Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (Sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)  
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What a Mission Trip Means to Me! 
 

Mission trips with my youth group have become the highlight of my 
summer. I look forward to the trip all year; it just can’t come fast enough. I love 
mission trips because they are so unique from other trips; each student has a 
common bond, our faith in Jesus Christ. We get to spend our week away from our 
daily pressures at home growing in our faith together.  

 

One reason these trips are so incredible for me is the long van ride. These 
van rides transform us from classmates in school to one big, loving family. It’s 
incredible how much we learn about each other, from little things like silly sleeping 
habits to glimpses of each other’s hearts.  

 

By far the greatest part of a mission trip is the feeling at the end of each day. We 
return home to camp tired from a hard day of work -but- with a smile and sense of satisfaction 
knowing that we left fingerprints of Jesus on someone’s heart. Although there have been 
times on our trips when we have returned home feeling that we did not get the thank you we 
deserved, there is always so much humbling joy when we remind ourselves that we worked 
for Jesus and that His rewards are far greater than anything on Earth. 

 

Mission trips are experiences like no other. Each experience of the trip draws me 
closer and closer to Christ. I pray that on this year’s trip, my “family” and I will continue 
strengthening our faith through our time together and truly be Christ’s hands and feet in 
serving for the Kingdom.        ���������	
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“For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 

servants for Jesus’ sake,” 2 Corinthians 4:5.  This verse sticks in my mind when I go on a 
mission trip. I’ve been on several work trips, and every time I go on one I get something new 
out of it.  There are quite a few reasons why I’m looking forward to this trip.  

 

The first thing is the van ride.  One of my favorite things to do is to turn the music up 
and have everyone sing along.  The van rides are a great way of getting to know the people 
in the youth group better. 

 

The second thing I enjoy is the opportunity to meet new people from other youth 
groups.  It’s always fun to make a new friend and to build lasting relationships. Being able to 
spend a week surrounded by fellow Christians helps bring me closer to Christ. 

 

Helping someone who is in need is my favorite way of bringing Christ’s 
love into a life.  There is a reason for this.  I helped shingle an elderly lady’s 
house on the H.I.S. work camp in 2008.  I remember that when we got there 
she came out to say “Hi,” but for the rest of the week she was really shy.  When 
we finally got the job done, and she came out to see it, she had the biggest 
smile on her face.  That smile is what made the whole trip worthwhile.  I hope to 
be able to make a difference in someone’s life this trip. 

 

As you can tell, I enjoy going on mission trips and I’m really looking 
forward to this one.  I hope to get all I can out of it, and grow closer to Christ in 
the process.    �������
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The Sr. High Youth will be going on a Synod of the Heartland 
                                                                Mission Work Trip to Alcoa, TN, June 1 8-28. 
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Serving can be fun! 
 I’m going to let you in on a little secret….getting ready for Vacation Bible School can be as much fun as the actual week of 
Vacation Bible School - if you do it right!!!  Serving together as a church family is one of the highlights of being involved in a 
church community.  We have been blessed with many talented and gifted people who use their skills to help us prepare for 
this big week at Hope Church.  As we continue to grow as a church body it seems that many people are mentioning the new 
faces they see each week and how they would like to get to know them.  One way we can do this is by serving together.  
When we meet together with a common goal it gives us a “jumping off” place to start relationships with our fellow believers 
and spend time serving and fellowshipping together.  So if your schedule doesn’t allow for you to serve at VBS, please plan 
to join us on one of our many work nights or days as we prepare to show the children in Spencer how much Hope Church 
loves and values them and more importantly, how much God loves and values them.  We can use people of all ages and 
abilities, and who knows?  You might just meet someone new to grow alongside with! 
 These are the dates that we will be serving together: 

     Thursday, June 3, 6:00 p.m. til whenever 
     June 1 - 4, anytime you can join us from  

    9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and some evenings 
     Friday evening, June 4 at 6:00 p.m. to help put it all together!  We will be painting, cutting out, building all sorts of    
          fun props, we can use anyone of any ability!  Come serve with us!  Call Kim at 262-3016 for more information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Attention all Praise & Worship team members! Here are some important upcoming dates and events: 
 

Worship Team Celebration 
In appreciation for an outstanding year, come Thursday, June 3 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. to The Well for a Worship Team 
Celebration. Families are welcome! Build your own ice cream sundaes and spend some time together. Thank you for 
all your work this past year! Each of you has been an intricate part of leading worship this year.  
 

Saturday, August 21 - Worship Workshop/Kick-off – 9 :00 a.m. - Noon 
We will be kicking off the 2010-2011 year off with a Worship Workshop. It is very crucial that you make every effort to 
attend this event. Mark your calendars now and watch for more information coming soon. 

 
Interested in joining a Worship Team? Applications for the 2010-2011 year are coming soon! Stay tuned for more information. 
Feel free to contact Mary Van Drunen (262-3016) or email me with any questions you may have. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
������&
��!��	���

The purchase of a progressive dinner for 12 offered by a generous small group at the Youth Auction resulted in a 
very special evening for another small group the evening of April 18. 
    Four homes were visited for four separate delicious courses; appetizers, salads, main course and dessert.  The 
gracious hosts were dressed in crisp black and white attire while offering service with a smile.  What an outstanding treat for 
the visiting group! 

Perhaps this will give others an idea for a way to support Hope Youth while promoting fellowship and the opportunity 
to make new acquaintances. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 



 

 

 

 �
���!'(��
	�)���	���
�	���*��+�	���*��+�	���*��+�	���*��+� ���
jblok@spencerhope.org 

 

Pass the Salt, Please 
 

Have you ever craved salt?  Most of us have.  Some more than others.  We satisfy those 
cravings by eating foods like potato chips, peanuts, popcorn, pickles, or simply adding more salt 
to the food we have in front of us.  When we dish up our food at the table one of the most 
common things said is, “Pass the salt, please.”    

Salt is important in our lives, it preserves food, it brings out flavor, before the invention of 
air conditioners – employees were given salt tablets on extremely hot days to prevent 
dehydration (a practice that is controversial today).   

There are several references to salt used in scripture.  Job 6:6 “Is tasteless food eaten 
without salt , or is there flavor in the white of an egg?”  Matthew 5:13 "You are the salt  of the 

earth . But if the salt  loses its salt iness, how can it be made salt y again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled by men.” 

Why am I talking so much about salt?  This morning at 4:30, I woke up with several things on my mind, one of them 
being this article.  It seemed that God was nudging me to write about prayer and the importance of prayer in our lives.  Much 
like salt.  We should crave it.  It should be second nature for us to turn to prayer at anytime, anywhere.  Without it – we lose 
our “flavor”, we are useless.  Without it – we are disconnected to God.   

Prayer need not be difficult or full of big words.  It does not need to follow the way that someone else does it.  It is a 
conversation between you and God.  He is your Father, talk to Him.  He loves you, walks with you always, wants to do all for 
you and be there for you.  All of us can find excuses for not taking time – I’m no different.  Funny thing is – God is always 
giving us opportunities.  When we are stuck in a slow line, when we can’t sleep, when there isn’t that show on TV that we 
thought was on, etc.  Take the time. 

We also need to come together and pray as a church.  Pray with your brother or sister in Christ, pray in a group, 
come to prayer on Wednesday night.  Let’s become a church that takes everything to prayer first.  Don’t lose your saltiness.  
Pass the salt, please. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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June 23, 2010 is the next departure date for a team to travel and serve in Haiti.  There 
are plans being made to provide a women’s conference for 100 Haitian women. The 
Women of Hope have helped provide a useful tool, a flannel board that will be used to 
share stories of women of the Bible with these Haitian women. The goal is to make this 
an annual event, titled “Women of Hope in Haiti”. 
 

Any donations of money given specifically to the women’s conference would go toward 
items to make it a lasting impact.  Donations can be dropped off at the church office 
with Lynda . Checks should be made out to Hope Church and on the  memo line 
note “Women’s Conference”.   
 

There are plans for a “Women of Hope in Haiti” logo, a craft of a “witness bandana”, and 
bowls and spoons to be used for a meal that will be shared all together.  The Hope Sew 
What? group is providing sewing kits to be given to the women as a gift at the end of the 

conference. And best of all are prayers for God to be guiding every effort made on behalf of the Haitian people.   
 
����  We are collecting items to put in the sewing kits.  Items that are needed are: scissors, buttons, zippers, needles, pins, 

safety pins, thread, lace, and embroidery thread.  You can place your items in the box by the Grace Room. Deadline to 
donate is June 6. Thank you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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June’s book - Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers 

July’s book - Handle With Care by Jodi Picoult 

 

 

The group will meet on Wednesday, June 23 
at 7:15 p.m. the Fireside room. 
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The following questions were asked of our High School Seniors.   
This is the response of some of the seniors. 
�  What have you been involved in at Hope Church? 
�  How has Hope Church helped you grow as a person?  
�  What are your future plans after graduation? 
 

Bryce Benson  --- Throughout my time at Hope Church I have been involved in Sunday School, Youth Group, VBS, and I 
have also been on the Youth Ministry Team.  I have also had the chance to meet some amazing people that have had a 
positive and powerful impact on my life which has drawn me close to Christ. After graduation I am planning on going to Iowa 
Lakes Community College for 2 years then transfer to either Iowa State or SDSU to pursue a degree in physical education. 
 
Michael Finnern  --- I have been a part of Hope Church since fourth grade, when I moved to Spencer from Minnesota.  As a 
young adult I began playing guitar with the worship team and now play on a regular basis at Hope and the Junction.  Playing 
with the worship team has been an amazing experience; I have learned so much growing up around role models like those at 
Hope and the Junction.  For their guidance, leadership and friendship, I am eternally grateful.   August of 2010, I will begin at 
Northwestern College in Minneapolis, MN., majoring in Journalism/Communications and hopefully minoring in music theory. 
 
Waylon Glienke --- I’m looking forward to graduating from high school and moving forward with my education at SDSU.  I will 
be going after a degree in Natural Resources with a minor in Law Enforcement.  I really enjoy being outdoors and I like 
helping people.  I will miss my family and friends here in Spencer.  I have enjoyed coming to youth groups here at Hope 
Church and Fellowship of Christian Athletes and will miss that as well.  Pastor Russell and Pastor Jay do a good job. Even 
the youngest kids get the message of what they are preaching/teaching, and that’s important.  I will look forward to seeing 
everyone at church when I’m home during the holidays. 

 
Milan Johnson  --- I have been involved in VBS, Sunday School, Youth Group and a Praise and Worship Team. Hope 
Church started me on my journey with Jesus Christ and has helped me grow as a Christian.  After graduation, I plan on 
attending Milwaukee School of Engineering to pursue a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Jordan Oltman --- I have been involved in many things throughout my life at Hope Church.  Growing up I went to Sunday 
School almost every week.  During summers of my young life, I would go to the Hope Reformed Youth Bible Camp.  I have 
great memories of that camp that I will never forget. As I got older I began going to youth group.  This is a place where I grew 
a lot in my life.  During youth group I began to branch out as a person.  I started new friendships while making older 
friendships stronger.  Friends and youth leaders are what helped me grow as a person.  I will miss but never forget everyone 
that has impacted my life here at Hope Church as I continue on to Northwestern College.  Here I plan to major in accounting 
while continuing my journey with God.  Also I plan to play golf for the Red Raider golf team.  It should be a fun and exciting 
next four years of my life. 

 
Cody Steinkamp  --- In Hope Reformed Church I have been involved in the youth group, Bible school, Sunday school, Kids’ 
Connection, children's church, nursery, and having fun. Hope church has helped me grow as a person by showing me that no 
matter what you do God still loves you. My future plans are to sit back, and watch my brothers succeed at life while I mooch 
off them. I'm sure my parents can relate... and maybe be a teacher and a swim coach while I'm at it. I thanks everyone that 
has taken me this far, but especially my parents for being the best parents anyone could ever dream of.     
 
Drake Swanson  --- I have been involved in many activities throughout my years at Hope Church.  I have been a member of 
Hope since I have been in 6th grade.  I have been a member of the high school youth group, participate in the Youth Sunday 
services, helped out in the nursery, been an usher and I also have helped with Children’s Church. Hope Church has helped 
me as a person because I have been able to grow in my faith.  I also have become friends with my youth group peers, and 
most importantly, Hope has instilled confidence in me as a person with my faith, I am not ashamed to proclaim I am a 
Christian. Lastly, my future plans are to attend Buena Vista University.  I plan on majoring in athletic training/pre-physical 
therapy, and I will participate in tennis. 
 
DJ Todd --- Over the years I’ve found many ways to serve our church, although admittedly, most found me. I helped with 
VBS for several years, attended Sunday School, and have been helping with youth group and going on mission trips and 
retreats.  The greatest strengths I gained from attending this church are the love from a supportive congregation and a group 
of friends that helped me get closer to our God.  After graduating I plan to go to ISU to study software engineering. 
�
Mark Wakefield  --- I was baptized at Hope Church and have attended and/or participated in Sunday School, Bible School, 
youth group, and have been an usher. Hope Church helped me grow in my faith and know that God has a plan and to trust 
Him always. My future plans are to attend Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids in marketing management. 
 


