In Touch with Hope

919 Grand Ave HOPE REFORMED CHURCH Phone: 712-262-3016

www.spencerhope.org

December 2, 2009
Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)

Living the Adventure. . .

End of the Year Numbers

14 Average number of youngsters in our nursery on a Sunday Morning. This is an astonishing increase of 133% over
the previous year. We are seeing more and more young families engaging with Hope Church.

36 Large pizzas consumed by the children’s ministry in the last two weeks with the Haiti Gift Bag night and pizza
practices for the Children’s Christmas program.

45 People involved in holding one 9:00 a.m. worship service on any given week. From coffee-makers to greeters to
ushers to nursery volunteers to praise team members to the tech team to children and worship leaders to the deacons
who help take offering to the team that prays for the service; we have a lot of people involved every Sunday morning. And
this doesn’t even include the numerous volunteers who help with the Junction service or the dozens who volunteer with
Kingdom Kids and Harbor Beach.

144 Pounds of coffee served this year at Hope Church. People who study this sort of thing say that people will stay in

a church almost 10 minutes longer if they have a cup of coffee in their hands. Since one of our goals is to build
meaningful community within our congregation, we feel coffee is an excellent tool for helping us to connect with one
another.

370 Average combined attendance at both worship services at Hope Church in 2009. This represents an increase of
5% over last year and marks the third consecutive year that Hope’s average attendance has grown.

900 Pounds of fun being shipped to our friends at the Guimby School in Haiti thanks to all the bags packed at the

Kids Connection Family Style night on Nov. 20. You can also help bless the people of Haiti by making a donation to the
Rice Fund on Dec. 6, 13, & 20 in the church lobby. The gift bags and the rice will be distributed by the 11 people from
Spencer who will be going on a mission trip Jan. 27-Feb. 5, 2010.

$9 600 Raised at the youth auction Nov. 15. Because of your generous gifts of auction items and aggressive
bidding the High School Youth have a great start on funding for next summer’s mission trip.

992 y 170 Visits to www.spencerhope.org since we relaunched it in January. That's an average of 3,221 visits per

day! Remember the website is a great way to check the church calendar, catch up on old sermons, and get a preview of
upcoming events at Hope Church.

All of these numbers represent growth and activity at Hope Church in the last year. We will look at some of these
numbers and more as we have our annual Congregational Celebration on Sunday night. This is an important annual
meeting for our church. We’ll do some church business type things—choosing new officers, voting on the budget—but
the emphasis will be on celebrating what God is doing in our midst and looking forward to what He has in store for us
next.

7
And so, | want to encourage all the friends and members of Hope Church to be a part of this fW
meeting (only members can vote, but everybody interested in Hope Church is welcome to

attend). It should be a time of gladness and encouragement as we think about how God has

blessed us and dream about our future. (And don’t forget about all those desserts!)



ADVENT

Through Their Eyes
Dec. 6 ~9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Joseph: Preparing in Uncertainty
This Sunday, we will have the privilege and the
opportunity to participate at the Lord’s Table for
Communion.

Dec. 13 ~ 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. in the Harbor

The Christmas County Spelling Bee
Children’s Christmas Program

Only one service that morning at 10:00 a.m.
and in the evening at 6:00 p.m.

You are encouraged to invite your friends and
family to the evening performance.
No Sunday School that morning.

Dec. 20 ~ 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Gabriel: Angels Long to Look
into These Things
featuring the Christmas Choir

. A Night Like No Other
$ Christrﬁ:as Eve,
December 24 .
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i ' Communion, Candlelight Service
5:00, 7:00 or 11:00 p.m.

Nursery Schedule: Sunday, December 6
Eric & Rachel Van Der Heide, Beth & Ann Magnuson

There will be NO Sunday School on Sunday, December
13, 27 and January 3.

There will be NO Children’s Church on Sunday,
December 13 because of the Children’s Christmas
Program.

Prayer Concern: Susan (Hawn) Clark had open-heart
surgery on Thursday, November 19 in Houston, TX.
Her address is: Methodist Medical Center

Susan Clark

Room # Dunn 902

6565 Sannin St

Houston, TX 77030

Affirming God’s Servants:

...Thank you to Dave Brink for painting the sign by the
South driveway.

...Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Haiti Bag
Night. Three hundred bags were assembled for our
team to deliver to our friends at the Guimby School.
Others worked on sewing kits. We had a great time
working together and eating pizza. Thank you to
everyone who supported this project! It's amazing to
see what God can do with a spoon, some fun toys and
willing people!

Sew What? Group

Come sew with us Saturday, December 5 from 9:00 a.m.
— 12:00 p.m. in the Grace Room. We will be making
hats, mittens, and scarves for Upper Des Moines
Opportunity. Bring your sewing machine and
scissor/rotary cutter. If you have extra fleece, donations
are welcomed. In addition, if you have old wool
sweaters, we will felt those to make really warm mittens
and hats. It's ok if the sweaters have stains, holes or
have been shrunk. If you would like to help but can’t
come on Dec. 5, there will be mittens cut out in a box in
the lobby. Feel free to take some, sew them and bring
them back. Contact Stephanie Johnson (262-0121) if
you have questions.

ATTENTION ALL LADIES:

2" Annual Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 5
2:00 p.m. in the Harbor.

Bring a friend along with a special
tea cup for each of you.
Relax and enjoy a special program
about the Christmas tree. Christmas
goodies, tea, coffee and apple cider
will be served.

ALL K-6" GRADERS!!!

Sunday, December 6 “pizza practice”
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Bring $4.00, we’ll practice, eat pizza,
and practice some more!

Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal
Wednesday, December 9
6:30 - 7:15 p.m.

The program will be presented Sunday, Dec. 13 at
10:00 a.m. & that evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Harbor.
There will only be one service that morning.
You are encouraged to invite your friends and family to
the evening performance.

T;le Christmas county’
Spelling Bee
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HAITI RICE FUND I

December 6, 13, 20 I

Your gift will help provide
much needed food for the
people of Haiti and help
support the day-to-day
operation of the hospital in I
Pignon.

When the group goes to Haiti in 2010
(Jan. 27 — Feb. 5) they will purchase
the rice and deliver it to the poorest of the poor.

100% of all the money given goes directly
to help the people of Haiti.

Last year’s cash gifts helped purchase I
over 7 tons of food.

There will be a table set up in the lobby on the I
above dates where you can give your gift.

: PRAYER & PRAISE |
| Please join us for Hope Church’s |
| "‘ weekly  prayer time  every |
: Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in |
I the sanctuary. It will conclude by |
: 7:15 pm. The time consists of !
| praise songs and prayer. This is |
: also a great place to seek prayer |
| for yourself. :
| |
I I
I I
[ I

Childcare is available for infants — 3 years old in the
nursery. We would like to encourage you to bring your
older children along to Prayer & Praise.

Do you throw your printer ink cartridges away? Why
not bring them to the church office and we will recycle
them at Staples. We get a $3 credit for every cartridge
we bring in which helps to purchase office supplies.

If you would like to have a meeting (team, prayer, small
group, etc.) in the church at any time please contact the
church office (262.3016 or hrc@spencerhope.org) so we
may put it on the church calendar to avoid confusion and
interference in setting up rooms. Thank you!

SR. High Youth Group

will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday.

6th 7" & 8 Grade
Youth Group

will meet on Wednesday evening
at 6:30 p.m.

Update from the Mompremier

Dear friends and family;

We want to thank you for all the generosity you gave
us during our time in the States this summer. We
were so blessed by your hospitality. You opened your
hearts to us, as well as your churches, homes, cars,
restaurants and even airplanes. One of our big
prayers is that our girls never feel left out when we do
all our traveling and speaking. Each church we
visited showered our girls with love and there were
always several friends for the girls to talk to. That
was another example of God's provision and your
kindness. We feel so honored to be part of what God
is doing and we love sharing it with our partners in the
ministry--YOU!

We made it back to Haiti on Nov. 12. Many of you
know that we added a 2-week conference with BILD
(Biblical Institute of Leadership Development) to our
trip. It was a wonderful time of learning and
refreshing for us. We have many new ideas for the
theological education that we do throughout our
ministries. The conference did extend our stay so we
were very happy to get home. We even were able to
get 640 Ibs of cargo into the country without having to
pay customs! We were without internet for a few days
but even that is up and running as of early this
morning. The Lord is great!

We have been having a good time seeing friends
again and checking up on the news. We had our 2
church services yesterday and it took more time to
greet people than preaching the sermon. We praise
God for the warm welcome home. Today, Monday,
the line started for all the pastors to visit JeanJean.
Even men that had to travel 6 hours came. Many had
good reports to give about their ministries.

We are busy getting back into school, getting pictures
for the Christmas gift give-away, taking pictures of
houses to be cemented, and preparing to start
teaching the "First Principles" series from BILD.
Please pray for the people and ministries of UCI. In
talking to so many of you that have faithfully prayed
for UCI, we realize again how God is using all of us to
accomplish His mission in Haiti.

Thank you again for all the people that prayed for us,
hosted us, lent us their cars, took care of our girls,
donated money and supplies to UCI, gave us rides to
and from the airport, fed us, and laughed and cried
with us. | wish | could list you all to acknowledge how
you blessed us. But, we know that God will continue
to bless you who so freely gave of themselves.

God bless you!!

Jeandean, Kristie, Tana and Kerri Mompremier



Congregational Celebration

This Sunday, December 6, the members of Hope Reformed Church are invited to the annual
Congregational Celebration. This is an excellent time to celebrate what God has done in the
past year, to receive the budget and reports looking ahead to next year, and to participate in
the selection of new church officers by the drawing of lots.
The nominees for Elder are:
Dennis Brechwald  Arvin Druvenga
Terry Johnson Paul Rekow
The nominees for Deacon are:
Robert Graham Scott Mingus
Mark Olson Eric Van Der Heide

We'll begin at 5:00 p.m. with a Dessert Potluck
(every family is asked to bring 1 dessert to share)
and the meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. Childcare
will be provided during the meeting time.




