In Touch with Hope

919 Grand Ave HOPE REFORMED CHURCH Phone: 712-262-3016

www.spencerhope.org

September 30, 2009
Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (sanctuary) or at 10:30 a.m. (Harbor of Hope)

Living the Adventure. . .

Children and Communion

When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper one of the last things said before the bread and the cup is distributed is that everyone
who believes in Jesus Christ is welcome to participate, but we ask children who have not yet made a public profession of
faith to refrain.

The reason we say that is because the Bible indicates that participating in communion is serious business. 1 Corinthians
11:27 says that anyone who “eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning
against the body and blood of the Lord.” In many ways, participating in communion IS a statement of faith in Jesus Christ,
and we want to caution people against taking part just because it seems like the thing to do at the time.

If you are not sure you believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again from the dead, then you should not take
communion.

But that raises a question: when is the right age to make a public profession of faith? Over the years Hope Church—like
many other churches—has combined profession of faith in Jesus Christ with membership in the body of the church. We have
held membership classes for our children that have covered things like Reformed Church history, the purpose of elders and
deacons, and our position on certain theological issues. For the most part, the material in these classes has been at a
middle or high school level; and thus children have been asked to wait until they were 13 or older to participate in
communion.

Two difficulties emerge from this practice, however: 1) We know that many children make a sincere commitment to Jesus
before the age of 13, and 2) the things we want people to know before becoming members of the church are not necessarily
things that need to be known in order to believe in Jesus.

The board of elders at Hope Church has wrestled with these issues throughout the spring and summer. In our denomination,
it is the responsibility of the elders to oversee the administration of the sacraments, and it is something we take seriously.
We do not want to exclude sincere believers from the Lord’s Table, but at the same time we do not want people participating
in communion for the wrong reasons.

We have decided to follow a course suggested by our denomination and make it possible for children in 5" grade or older to
be admitted to the Lord’s Table (make a profession of faith) while becoming confessing members of the church later.
Children who would like to be admitted to the Lord’s Table will meet, along with their parents, with an elder and the pastor to
discuss the meaning of communion and the reason the child is interested in participating. If their faith is deemed sincere,
they will be invited to begin participating in communion.

We've chosen 5" grade as an age when children should be old enough to understand the meaning of communion. We know
younger children may also have an interest in taking the elements, but we urge parents to use those times of withholding
communion to talk with their child about what it means and deepen their hunger for spiritual truth.

We'll also hold a “What We Believe” Class for High School students on a regular basis to help them make decisions about
becoming confessing members of the church. The material in these classes will be geared for High School age and all
children will be asked to wait until High School age or later to become members of the church. It will be at this time that the
children will be publicly recognized as new members during a morning worship service.

Pamphlets entitled “Your Child’s Journey of Faith at Hope Church” will be available in the lobby to more fully explain this
process. At every step in this journey, it is our aim to encourage our children to move closer

to Jesus with the ultimate goal of having all of our kids make lifelong commitments to Him. fw

P.S. We encourage everyone who is a part of Hope Church to take a membership class that
will help you understand what we believe and what we hope to accomplish as a
congregation. And so, if you have begun worshipping with us in the past couple of years, I'd
like to invite you to the membership inquiry sessions on October 18 and 25.



Upcoming Services

Sanctuary - 9:00 a.m.
The Junction — Harbor Room - 10:30 a.m.
Hello Love...
October 4 - How to Succeed in Life- 1 Corinthians 13
October 11 - Love is Patient - Corinthians 13:4
October 18 - Love is Kind - 1 Corinthians 13:4

Our Condolences to Dennis Nagel with the loss and
death of his mother, Zipora Nagel of Hartley from time to
eternity on Sunday, September 27.

Thank You Notes...

..."“Thank you for all the cards, prayers, and kind works
following the death of my father. Your thoughtfulness
is very much appreciated.”

Ellen Riepma & family

..."On behalf of all the teachers and students of Spencer
Elementary Schools a huge, heartfelt and sincere
Thank You for providing very needed school supplies
to the children of Spencer.

No one went without what they would need in order
to begin the 2009-2010 school year successfully. You
came together as a community, chose a mission —
God’'s children — and surpassed all expected goals.
You have made Him proud and you have brought
many BIG smiles to children and families in need.

We so appreciate all the time and effort that went
into this project. You are an amazing support to
Spencer schools. We are much stronger because of
all of you.” Many, many thanks, Lucas DeWitt,
Spencer Elementary School Principal

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS: In honor of her 90"
birthday, the children of Opal DuBois are hosting an
open house from 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 3 at
Hope Church. You are cordially invited to attend.

On Sunday, October 4, at both services, we will have the
privilege and the opportunity to participate at the Lord’s
Table for Communion.

Mompremier at :
PRAYER & PRAISE I
Wednesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. :
You are invited to attend this special |
Prayer & Praise Service. :
JeanJean & Kristi Mompremier |
will be our special guests. I
They are missionaries in Haiti, supported by Hope :
Church. JeanJean is a pastor in Haiti and Kristi runs |
a nutritional center. They have two daughters: Tana :
and Kerri. The service will consist of a time of sharing |
by the Mompremiers, praise songs and prayer for the |
Mompremiers and for the people in Haiti. :
|
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Childcare will be available for infants — 3 years old in
the nursery. We would like to encourage you to bring
your older children along to Prayer & Praise.

HOPE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Are you interested in finding out
more about Hope Reformed
Church? Sessions will be held
October 18 & 25 from 1:00 — 2:30
p-m. This is a great opportunity to
find out about Hope’s vision, meet
Pastor Russell, and learn how we are alike (and unlike)
other churches you may have been involved in.
Attending does not commit you to joining Hope, but it
helps you make that decision wisely. This class is
intended for adults.

Susan Christensen will be leading a Love Bible Study
group in the pastor’s study on Sunday mornings starting
at 10:15 a.m. for those who are unable to be part of a
regular small group. You do not have to sign up for
books, she will have books available.

ACTION. Wednesday Meal

(A lot of Church Things In One Night)
Life can be pretty hectic. We want church to bring
families together, not pull them apart. So you are
invited to come for a meal on Wednesday evenings.
If you would like to come with your family and enjoy a
meal before youth group or prayer time you are more
than welcome. We strongly urge families to eat
together, rather than have clusters of children and
adults at separate tables.

The meal will be served from 5:15-6:30 p.m.
every Wednesday evening in the Harbor for a
small suggested donation ($2-$3) per person.
We'll have a different meal each Wednesday through
the school year. So on Wednesdays this school year,
let us do the cooking for you as you come and enjoy
a meal as a family.
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Are you are looking for a Women’s Bible Study
Group? There is one that meets every Wednesday
morning at 9:15 a.m. in the Grace Room. They study a
variety of topics. Contact Marcia Mouw (262-5648) if you
have guestions.

It is not too late to

“Sponsor a Bag”
Help to sponsor a gift bag for a child
at the Guimby School in Haiti.
The cost to sponsor a bag is $15. This will include
the items in the bag (which the church will purchase),
the UPS cost, cost of transporting the bags to Haiti
on MFI and the customs charges. You will have your

picture taken and you will have an opportunity to sign
a card that will be shared with the Guimby students.
Cards and pictures will be duplicated for the number
of bags you sponsored.
If you would like to sponsor a bag(s)
contact Kim Smith (262-3016).
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WOMEN OF HOPE
SOUP & PIE SUPPER
Friday October, 23, 5-7:00 p.m.
Recipes are available in mailbox 224 or in
Hope Church’s cookbook (pages 215 & 220).

Nursery Help Needed for infants - 3 years old. Please
contact Shelly Helmink (240-4827) or the church office
(262-3016) if you would be willing to serve in the nursery
for Prayer and Praise on Wednesday evenings from 6:15
to 7:15 p.m. Thanks for helping our families be able to
take part in our Prayer and Praise service.

Do you throw your printer ink cartridges away? Why
not bring them to the church office and we will recycle
them at Staples. We get a $3 credit for every cartridge
we bring in which helps to purchase office supplies.

Youth Choir/Christmas Choir for children in K-5th
grade will be starting on Wednesday, October 14 from
6:30-7:15 p.m. during the Prayer and Praise service.
Come join us for the ACTION Meal from 5:15-6:30 p.m.
Parents are invited to stay for Prayer and Praise while
the kids are inYouth Choir. Nursery provided for
preschoolers.

Nursery Schedule: Sunday, October 4
Doug & Julie Van Hofwegen (worship & Sunday School)
Laura Van Otterloo (worship)
Carla & Maia van Holsteijn (Sunday School)

Luv Your Library
People of many ages use the library at
Hope Church. The following book review
from a teenager is one example.

Polycarp: Crown of Fire, written by

William Chad Newsom, is an account of
a devout Christian, from ancient times, who longed all
his life to wear the martyr's crown of fire. The life of
Polycarp is an incredible journey filled with danger,
excitement, and friendship. There are many amazing
accounts of what Christians went through while being
persecuted for their beliefs. The faith they put in Christ is
truly amazing. The book holds many interesting facts
about the early church, and is filled with many valuable
lessons that can still be put to use today.

A Christian Book Club has been started at Hope
Church for the purpose of providing a place for
individuals that are reading the same book to get
together and discuss the material. Books that expose us
to different life styles help us to grow in our knowledge
and faith and encourage us in our walk with our Lord.
The meetings will be held on the third Wed. night of each
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. In October
we will be reading Three Cups of Tea by Greg
Mortensen. Each member is responsible for purchasing
or borrowing their own copy. The first meeting will be
held on October 21. If you have questions, please call
Marlis Kuiper 262-7031.

Do you like to sew? If so, there will be a sewing group
informational meeting on Sunday, Oct. 18, 10:30 a.m.
in The Well. Any questions please contact Stephanie
Johnson 262-0121.

2nd

Annual TRUNK OR TREAT,
Saturday, October 31, 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. in
( the Hope Church parking lot. Invite your
) friends, neighbors, and families of
;& Spencer for a night of fun. There will be a
STRUNKS photo booth, hayride, games, food, and
ii__j, g plenty of opportunities to collect candy.
W=  This is a chance to bless our community
and introduce people to our church.
Everyone can get involved:
* You can start donating bags of candy. There is a large
box in the church lobby for you to put it in.
% Sign-up in the lobby for decorating a car (limited
number of spaces available).
* If interested in serving in other areas contact Jean

Blok at jblok@spencerhope.org or call 712.262.3016.
(Kid's toonneetion)
Everyone of all ages are invited
. to join us before the Spencer
\\\
4--.._\__‘_
parking lot of Hope Church. We
will be serving taco in a bag, painting faces,
you would like to volunteer with this event, please
contact Kim Smith 262-3016.
will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 4.
6™, 7™ & 8™ GRADE YOUTH GROUP

FAMILY STYLE!
TIGER TAIL GATE PARTY:
football game on October 16
from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. in the
playing games and other activities to get us ready to go
cheer on the Tigers at their last home game this year! If
. HIGH YOUTH p
will meet on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30 p.m.

The Lord’s Laughter

Asking the children in my Sunday School class, "If | sold my
house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my
money to the church, would | get into Heaven?"

"NO"! the children all answered. "If | cleaned the church
every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy,
would | get into Heaven"?

Again, the answer was "NO"!

"Well," | continued, "then how can | get to Heaven?"

In the back of the room, a 5 year old boy shouted out, "You
gotta be dead"!




Saturday, October 10

8:30 a.m. registration at Hope Church
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. work projects

e

my name is

Yard work & minor home repairs

for the elderly,

Habitat for Humanity (if needed)
other projects lined up as needed,
You are invited to join us starting on depending on number of participants.
Sunday, October 4 for 8 weeks as we
look at 1 Corinthians 13, the Bible's on BE THE CHURCH
famous "love chapter”, and learn the A &
ways of love. o~ &b\}‘& put your FAITH IN ACTION

in our community through
simple demonstrations of God's love.

T

You will be inspired, challenged, and
motivated to put love into action in the |
relationships that matter most in your Sign up on the lobby bulletin board and
life. we will disperse in groups of 4-6 that morning.
The.re are Bible stqdy books and DVD’s Brin | k t
available, please sign up on the lobby - gyourg Qves’ rakes, etc. L
bulletin board as a small group as to how Come as a family, couple, friends, small group, or individual
many books and DVD’s your group would - work as a family of God!

like. It is recommended that each person . .
has a book. The cost for a book is $5 and Childcare provided for those under school-age.

payable to the church office. Please make
checks payable to Hope Church and on
the memo line please put Love Bible Study
book.

For questions call Jean Blok at 712.262.3016
or email at jblok@spencerhope.org




